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Optare’s management buyout ensures the 
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Bus and Coach Professional sees a positive 
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A cleaner solution - page 16. 


A CLEANER SOLUTION 

Steve Banner reports exclusively for Bus 
and Coach Professional on emissions 
technology and other developments at 
Neoman. 
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PROFILE - DELIVERING A 
COMMUNITY DIVIDEND 

With a successful route network and a 
relatively new low floor fleet, Cardiff Bus’ 
MD still believes there is room for 
improvement. Gavin Booth hitches a ride 
with David Brown. 


INSTRUMENT CONTROL 

Vehicles are now being equipped with 
multiple electronic units for new 
technologies to retrieve and transmit data 
across wireless networks. Steve Banner 
reports. 


Every care is taken over the accuracy of material in Bus and Coach Professiona/ but the publishers cannot be held responsible 
for any errors or omissions. Views and opinions of contributors to Bus and Coach Professional are not necessarily those of the 
publishers who cannot accept responsibility for such contributions. 


At 120mm, the Pasquin 103 is lower than any other jack on the market. An air-hydraulic 


Letters and articles may be submitted and should be sent to the editor at the address above. 
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jack with proven reliability, safety and durability, the Pasquin 103 together with the P105 
and P189C are noted particularly for their strength and functionality and covers all 


commercial vehicles. Contact Beissbarth for details of the full Pasquin range. 


Automotive Service Equipment 


Beissbarth House, 30 Wilford Trading Estate, Nottingham, NG11 7EP 
Tel. 0115 981 5151 Fax. 0115 981 8431 
uk www.beissbarth.co.uk 


Email: enquiries@b 
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QUICK SHIFTING 

Automated manual transmissions for smaller vehicles and 
new units for Euro 4 and hybrid applications are amongst 
the developments in the transmissions market. Steve 
Banner reports. 


ME 


Comment 


heelchair-accessible express coaches are in the 
Wee: again, with Stagecoach having placed 
an order for 25 accessible Plaxton Profiles. 
This follows an earlier order for 24 from First, showing 
that Plaxton’s innovative approach is paying off, with 
a vehicle which allows wheelchair access through the 
main entrance, and which can therefore use existing bus stations 
with relative ease. 

And National Express, working with Caetano, is about to unveil its 
solution to providing wheelchair access through the main passenger 
door. 

Whatever the arguments against wheelchair access — and they are 
many — manufacturers and operators have between them, in a fairly 
short time span, developed a range of vehicles offering either roll-on 
or lift access from minibuses to double-deck buses, and now express 
coaches. 

But, of course, there is still the very big question of the 
infrastructure. Operators are still waiting for the changes to kerbs 
and bus stops that are needed to make the most of low-floor buses. 
Let’s hope we are not still waiting a decade from now for the 
changes required to ensure accessible coaches work as they are 
designed to. 


from the methods used in Britain. Perhaps as befits an island 
lying between Britain and America it could be seen as an 
amalgam of both systems, with a dedicated fleet, US style, but often 
using older vehicles cascaded from other duties, British style, as 
well as purpose-built buses. 
Like Britain, Ireland has a “three-for-two” rule and, sadly, like 


S= transport in Ireland has long been handled differently 


32 WHO BUYS WHAT Britain, Ireland has had the occasional fatal accident involving 

The latest bus and coach deliveries. school buses. 
The accident last term which resulted in the deaths of five 

34 WHO MAKES WHAT children may not have motivated the Irish government, but it surely 
Bus and Coach Professional’s unique guide to chassis and gave impetus to any plans which it might have been developing and 
bodies for the UK operator. it has announced that by the end of 2006 all school children will 

have a seat — no more “three-for-two” — and a seat belt. 
55 PEOPLE This comes at a cost, and with centralised control of school 


The movers and shakers in the bus and coach industry. 


So 


www.knorr-bremse.co.uk 


services in Ireland it’s relatively easy to make new rules. 
It will probably never happen here, but it might just give our 
politicians food for thought. 


iy steve.rooney@busandcoach.com 


Finding our parts 
couldn't be easier 


Simply call us now to find your nearest 
approved Knorr-Bremse distributor 


0117 984 6223 
(7 KNORR-BREMSE 


or people put their trust in the safety of Knorr-Bremse products, everyday! 
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Stagecoach to take 25 wheelchair-accessible Profiles 


RIEFS 


New bus stations, 
improvements to existing bus 
stations and the introduction 
of 33 new AccessBus vehicles, 
are among the measures 
contained in the West 
Yorkshire’s £34million Local 
Transport Plan, which has been 
submitted in provisional form 
to the DfT. Drawn up by Metro, 
the West Yorkshire PTE and 
the five West Yorkshire district 
councils, the plan covers the 
five-year period from 2006 
to 2011. A final plan will be 
submitted in March 2006 in 
the light of feedback from the 
DfT. 


A taxi-bus service is to start 
in Redditch next month, with 
three seven-seat vehicles 
operating each evening 
between 20:00 and 23:00. 
Services will operate to 
three areas of the town, with 
passengers being charged £1 
per journey. 


Stagecoach and _ careers 
organisation Connexions are 
joining forces to educate 
children in Corby about the 
dangers of damaging buses. 
The programme will include 
bus naming, to encourage 
children to see buses as a 
community asset. 


Lothian Buses drivers staged a 
two-day strike last weekend in 
an ongoing dispute about pay. 
An overtime ban is in place, 
meaning that the company is 
currently operating Saturday 
schedules on weekdays. 


Market Prices 


Price High Low 
Arriva 568 570 417 
Dunn-Line ] 
FirstGroup 318 
Go-Ahead 1294 1608 
National Exp. 870 937 
Stagecoach 113 123 
Tellings 101 150 


Closing prices on 1/8/05 plus 12 
months high and low. 


STAGECOACH is to introduce 
wheelchair-accessible coaches 
to some of its interurban express 
services. The company has 
placed an order with Plaxton 
for 25 Profiles which provide 
easy access for wheelchair 
passengers through the main 
passenger entrance. 

Stagecoach follows — First 
in specifying Plaxton’s new 
generation of accessible coaches, 
with First about to start taking 
delivery of 24 for operation in 
south Wales and south-west 
England. 

ake AS 


the best solution 
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around to providing wheelchair 
access on coaches,” says Les 
Warneford, managing director 
Stagecoach UK Bus. “That's 
why we have ordered them.” 

The Profiles, based on Volvo 
B7R_ chassis, incorporate a 
wheelchair lift in the entrance 
which folds out of the way when 
not in use. The lift gives access 
to a space alongside the entrance 
where there are secure fixings to 
hold the wheelchair and its user 
safely in position. 

“In developing this innovative 
solution to carrying wheelchair 
passengers we were mindful of 


the need to make boarding and 
alighting as easy as possible, and 
to provide a vehicle which could 
be used with existing roadside 
and bus station infrastructure,” 
explains Plaxton sales director 
Kevin Wood. 

Stagecoach’s accessible 
Profiles, due to be delivered 
later this year, follow a batch 
of conventional B7R_ Profiles 
which joined the Scottish-based 
group’s fleet at the start of the 
year and were used to upgrade 
services in north-east Scotland. 


© www.stagecoachgroup.com 


Fastway Scheme costs are totally 
unacceptable, says council leader 


A RISE in the cost of the 
Crawley Fastway scheme has 
been described as “totally | 
unacceptable” by the leader of 
West Sussex county council, 
Henry Smith. The _ latest 
estimated cost of the project 
is £6.2million more than the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


previous estimate which was | 


£23 million. 

Smith has called for an 
independent investigation into 
the cost increases using auditors 
from another local authority in 
the south-east. 

In addition to the independent 
audit, the county council is 
considering whether delay 
by third parties could have 
contributed to the cost over- 
run, and whether there is any 
contractual redress to recover 
some of the money. 

Tex Pemberton, cabinet 
member for highways and 
transport says: “The scale of 
these cost increases and the 
fact they are only now coming to 
light is a source of major concern 
for myself and my _ cabinet 
colleagues. We will await the 


results of the inquiry but already 
strong action has been taken to 
ensure proper controls are in 
place to complete the project.” 

However Pemberton 
acknowledges that Fastway is 
proving successful in generating 
bus passengers. Latest figures 
suggest that the existing routes 
are nearly at capacity with 
more than 6,000 passengers a 
day using Fastway buses. This 
exceeds by 40 per cent the 
expected passenger numbers. 

He notes: “Fastway has been 
recognised both nationally 
and internationally as a model 
for delivering innovative and 
successful public — transport 
schemes. These cost increases 
will dent that success story. 
However, the achievement in 
terms of improvements to public 
transport in Crawley remains a 
significant one.” 

Fastway services _ started 
in 2003 and the network is 
scheduled to be completed early 
next year. 


| @ www.westsussex.gov.uk 


Belt plus for CPT 


CPT is claiming a major success 
in persuading the Department 
for Transport to adopt the seat 
belt wearing directive 2003/20/ 
EC in the most flexible way 
possible. The original proposals 
would have cost the industry up 
to £7.6million. 

Regulations now being drafted 
by the DfT and to come into force 
on 1 February 2006 will require 
operators to advise passengers 


i hus AND coach PROFESSIONAL 


of the legal requirement to wear 
an available seat belt, but may 
use any of the options permitted 
by the directive. 

This means that the driver, 
conductor, courier or group leader 
could make an announcement, 
or that an audio or video tape 
could be used, or a sign or the 
DfT’s original proposal of a 
specified pictogram at every 
seat could be used to fulfil the 
legal obligation. 


© www.cpt-uk.org 


lreland to belt up 
school kids and 
end 3-for-2 rule 


THE IRISH government is to end 
the “three for two rule” on school 
buses and says that all buses 
used on school contracts will be 
fitted with seat belts by the end 
of next year. The move will see 
an additional 380 vehicles being 
employed on school contracts, 
with 250 minibuses and 50 large 
buses being added for the new 
school term next month, and a 
further 80 large buses being in- 
troduced in 2006. 

This will cost an additional 
Euro35million in capital ex- 
penditure, and an ongoing 
Eurollmillion a year. 

The extra minibuses which 
start in September will be sourced 
from private operators; the big 
buses from Bus Eireann. 

The “three for two rule” ends 
now for older pupils, and will be 
phased out completely by De- 
cember 2006. 

Education minister Mary 
Hanafin says: “This comprehen- 
sive package will see each child 
with a seat of their own and the 
use of a seat belt for their jour- 
ney to and from school. This ad- 
ditional investment in the school 
transport system will see more 
buses from Bus Eireann and the 
private sector added to the school 
bus fleet. Our school transport 
system will continue to maintain 
the highest standards.“ 

The extra funding will also 
see the trial of 20 purpose-built 
school buses of different types 
for operational trials. A number 
of options are being considered, 
including BMC. 


©® www.education.ie 


Optare team in £11.8million buyout 


OPTARE’s management has 
completed an £11.8million 
buyout of the group from North 
American Bus Industries (NABI). 
The management team, led by 
managing director Bob Coombes, 
says that it will be “business as 
usual” for customers, suppliers 
and employees. 

The management buyout of 
Optare comes as part of NABI’s 
restructuring programme which 
has been forced upon the 
parent group by continuing poor 
performance and debt issues. 
Meanwhile Optare has seen 
strong growth in 2005 in the 
UK with registrations up 41 per 
cent in the first six months of the 
year and an 11 per cent overall 
market share. 

Bob Coombes says _ that 
he is elated and relieved at 
the conclusion of the deal. 
“There were a number of other 
interested parties. It was not 
a given, but at the end our bid 
proved the most attractive to the 
NABI board.” 

Coombes confirms that the 
company will continue to provide 
full warranty support for all its 


products. 
The company current 
employs 520 


manufacturing at Leeds an 
Rotherham. There are n 
immediate plans to make any 
changes, according to Coombes, 
and the company is continuing 
to advertise vacancies for further 
production staff. 

“We have a very strong order 
book and the prospects for 2006 
are very bright,” says Coombes. 
“We would like to see further 
growth in Tempo sales and we 
are very encouraged by the good 
reports it is getting from existing 


y 
people with 
d 
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customers including Trent 
Barton.” 

Optare has achieved strong 
growth in recent years for its 
leading product, the Solo, 
with both longer and narrower 
versions. The Slimline Solo has 
won more than 250 sales since 
its launch in April last year, 
many of which are incremental 
sales as shown in the increased 
registrations. 

Optare’s relationship with 
Spanish coachbuilder Ferqui will 
continue and a further product in 
its coach range will be launched 
at the NEC show in October. The 
long-planned new double-deck is 
still being worked on, according 
to Coombes, although he 
believes that the earlier decision 

e 
e 
n 


to prioritise development of th 
full size single deck with th 
Tempo has been vindicated i 
the light of stronger demand in 
that sector than double-deck. 

“Optare got where it did by 
innovation,” adds Coombes, 
“and | don’t see that changing 
now. The thing that really excites 
me about the MBO is that there 
is a lot of latent potential in the 
company that has not been fully 
exploited commercially.” 

Optare is on target for a 
turnover of £65million in the 
current financial year, compared 
to £49million in the previous 
year. 

In addition to Coombes and 
finance director Roger Fossey, 
the MBO includes technical 
director Glenn Saint, aftersales 
director Paul Shepherd, 
materials director Brian Wiggins 
and plant director Colin Childs 
— see People, page 55. 
® Analysis - Optimising flair 
and reliability, page 8. 
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™@ Optare managing director Bob Coombes (left) and Roger Fossey, 


finance director. 


Accessible 
coaches and 

US cutbacks for 
NatEx 


NATIONAL EXPRESS is cutting 
back its operations in the USA, 
and is about to unveil a new 
wheelchair-accessible coach, 
which it has developed with 
Caetano and PLS. 

The news comes as_ the 
company reveals a drop in 
revenue and a rise in profits for 
the first six months of 2005. 
Revenue for the period was 
£1,077.7million, down slightly 
from £1,157.9million inthe same 
period last year, while operating 
profit was £67.3million, up from 
£53.2million. 

Coach ridership is up five per 
cent, while operating profit for 
the six months almost doubled 
from £2.1million to £4.1million 
on a turnover of £91.7million 
(up from £87.8million in the 
first six months of 2004). The 
company says that 25 per cent of 
its coach tickets are now sold on 
the internet. 

It is to unveil next month a new 
DDA-compliant coach with front 
entrance wheelchair accessibility, 
which it clams as a European 
first — a statement First may want 
to challenge as it is about to put 
its first accessible Plaxton Profiles 
in to operation. However NatEx 
claims that its approach will be 
unique, and will be revealing 
fuller details this month ahead of 
September’s launch, 

The bus division also saw 
revenue rise, from £115.5million 
to £127.0million, but 
profits fell because of a one- 
off charge of £2.1million 
because of the introduction of 
international financial reporting 
standards. Operating __ profit 
was £18.2million, down from 
£19.6million. The high-quality 
limited-stop Premier Bus service 
introduced in the West Midlands 
has recorded double-digit growth 
in six months. 

The company is in the process 
of selling its American transit 
business, ATC, to Connex for 
$93million — meaning that the 
deal will see NatEx incurring 
an “impairment charge” of 
£60million. ATC operates in 50 
cities. The money realised from 
the sale of ATC will be invested 
in the group’s North American 
school bus business. 
Qwww.nationalexpressgroup. 
com 


Bus workers in London have 
been praised by the TGWU 
for their work during last 
month’s terrorist attacks 
on the capital’s transport 
system. Speaking after 
an emergency meeting of 
TGWU officials, regional 
secretary Eddie McDermott 
said he was proud of their 
response and humbled by 
their devotion to getting 
London moving again by 
putting their own safety 
second. 


Bus Eireann has launched 
a direct daily coach service 
linking Ireland and Poland, 
as part of the Eurolines 
network. The single fare 
from Dublin to Warsaw is 
€139 (£96). A return costs 
ELQO(ENS 7). 


First is revising services in 
Bristol this month, with 
some having frequencies 
increased while others 
are seeing timetables cut. 
Area operations director 
Jenny MacLeod says: “We 
continually review all our 
services and routes and 
try to respond to customer 
demand and usage wherever 
possible. These changes are 
not related to the findings of 
the recent public inquiry, 
but represent a movement 
of resources around the 
network.” 


UK diesel price update 


pence per litre 


Northern Ireland 
Scotland 
Wales 
North 
North West 
Yorkshire & Humberside 
West Midlands 
East Midlands 
East Anglia 
South East 
South West 
London 
UK garage average 
Supermarket average 
Retail price sample from garages 
in main population centres. 
Source: AA 
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First to have Bristol fleet reduced by commissioner 


Bhitrs 


A maximum £1 local fare on 
bus services in Kendal has been 
introduced in a joint initiative 
between Cumbria county 
council and Stagecoach. The 
price of a weekly mega-rider 
ticket has been cut from £8 to 
£5. The experimental scheme 
is designed to encourage more 
people to use the town’s bus 
services. 


Peterborough city council has 
joined the growing number 
of local authorities and bus 
operators offering a_ text 
messaging service for bus times. 
At present the service gives 
scheduled times but the plan is 
to link it to satellite positioning 
systems to provide real-time 
information on selected routes. 


The High Court in Dublin 
has awarded €750,000 
(£520,000) to the family of 
a woman killed when a bus 
mounted the kerb at the city’s 
Wellington Quay last year. The 
action was taken against Dublin 
Bus by a man whose 69 year- 
old mother was one of five 
people who died in the accident 
in February 2004. 


A new minibus service from 
Windermere to Whitehaven has 
started, linking the two towns 
via the Wrynose and Hard 
Knott passes. The service, 
operated by Mountain Goat, is 
running five days a week during 
the summer holidays and then 
at weekends until the end of the 
season. 


A solar-powered bus stop has 


been installed in Brighton 
after passengers complained 
the timetables were difficult to 
read after dark. Photovoltaic 
cells store energy in a battery 
during the day - when a button 
is pressed the timetable is 
illuminated. Brighton & Hove 
council hopes to install ten 
similar bus stops each year 
until 2011. The council is 
also considering the use of 
solar power to illuminate bus 
shelters. 


Arson is suspected in a fire 
last week which damaged 
three buses at the First Eastern 
Counties depot in Ipswich. 


FIRST BRISTOL is to have the 
number of vehicles on its O- 
licence reduced following a 
public inquiry held by Western 
traffic commissioner Philip 
Brown. The size of the reduction 
— either 25 or 50 vehicles — will 
depend on the findings of VOSA 
inspectors when they examine 
the company’s maintenance 
standards in November. 

The public inquiry was 
triggered by VOSA spot checks 
conducted between November 
2004 and February 2005, and 
First says that the problems were 
concentrated at one depot. 

Managing director Alex Perry 
notes: “We are confident that 
the robust action we have taken 
immediately following these 
spot checks has improved our 
maintenance and engineering 
standards across the company. 
We have a completely new 


management team at Muller 
Road Depot. 

“lam confident that 
the investigation will — find 
improvements in our 
maintenance standards and that 
we will receive a satisfactory 


if NES 
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report.” 

Perry adds that a reduction of 
25 vehicles — to 325 — would not 
affect the operational fleet but 
would stop service expansion. 


© www.firstgroup.com 


@ First Bristol faces O-licence reduction following public inquiry. 


Shortfall in pensioner travel funding predicted 


NEXUS, the Tyne & Wear PTE, is 
forecasting a £7million shortfall 
in government funding for free 
travel for pensioners when 
the scheme starts in April. It 
is pressing for a change in the 
formula for allocating central 
government funding for the 
scheme. 

Nexus director general Mike 
Parker says: “Although the work 
that has been done has resulted 
in the vast majority of local 
authorities now being properly 
funded, it is still apparent that 


Nexus is the worst affected body 
in the country and we are still 
looking at a funding shortfall 
of some £7million. However, 
the government are just about 
to embark on a new period of 
consultation about the issue and 
we will have the chance to put 
our case forcibly.” 

Parker is supported 
by David Clelland, MP for Tyne 
Bridge and chairman of the 
Northern Group of MPs, who 
warns that inadequate funding 
could threaten support for local 


bus services: “We welcome 
the significant improvement in 
the amount of grant that Tyne 
and Wear is to receive under 
the new formula - an increase 
of £5million - but it is still not 
enough to ensure that this 
very welcome measure for our 
passengers will not have any 
unintended consequences on 
either council tax or local bus 
services.” 


©® www.nexus.org.uk 


Electric for Tyneside 


TYNESIDE’s Quaylink service, 
operated by Stagecoach using 
battery-electric buses supplied 
by Designline of New Zealand, 
started last weekend. Two routes 
serve Newcastle’s Quayside 
area, one from Gateshead 
Interchange, the other from 
Haymarket bus station. 

The £7.7million — service 
has been funded by the DfT, 
Nexus, the Tyne & Wear PTE, 
and Newcastle and Gateshead 
councils. It is the biggest use 
so far of battery-electric buses 
in Britain, using 10 vehicles 
operating from 07.00 to 24.00 
seven days a week. 

A flat fare of 7Op is charged 
and also available is a £1 Hour 
Rider ticket. 


© www.stagecoachgroup.com 
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Contract powers 


GREATER MANCHESTER PTA 
has confirmed that it is to seek 
government powers to introduce 
statutory quality partnerships or 
quality contracts. 

Says PTA chairman 
Roger Jones: “It's becoming 
increasingly clear that the 
current system is not delivering 
the improvements to bus 
services passengers want. 

“In particular, poor punctuality 
and reliability is still proving a 
major barrier in attracting people 
onto buses. Where all else fails 
and the only practical way to 
improve bus services is through 
statutory quality partnerships or 
quality contracts, we will seek 
government powers to introduce 
these.” 


© www.gmpte.com 


Artics for Cardiff 


WITH CONTINUING — growth 
in passenger numbers Cardiff 
Bus is considering introducing 
articulated buses on services to 
Ely in what could be the city’s 
first quality bus partnership. 
The company is in discussion 
with Scania about its articulated 
OmniCity, and will develop a 
new image for the vehicles. 

“They will be very different 
from the rest of the fleet as we 
want to attract car users on to 
public transport,” says Cardiff 
Bus managing director David 
Brown. 

With new vehicles and a QBP 
Brown sees significant benefits 
for his customers. If the plan 
goes ahead these would be the 
first articulated buses in Wales. 


© (Profile - page 19). 
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Blue Bus name to be replaced by end of 2005 


ARRIVA has strengthened its 
presence in Manchester with the 
acquisition of the assets of Blue 
Bus of Bolton for £2.9million. 
It took over the 86-vehicle 
operation last Sunday, with Arriva 
branding being applied to the 
fleet in advance of an accelerated 
repainting programme which will 
see the Blue Bus name vanish by 
the end of the year. 

Blue Bus started up 14 years 
ago and operated from depots 
in Bolton and Eccles. The 
Eccles depot is to close, with 
its operations being transferred 
to Arriva’s existing Manchester 
base. 

Arriva is taking on all 218 Blue 
Bus employees. 

Arriva North West and Wales 


@ Blue Bus’ 86-vehicle fleet taken over by Arriva. 


managing director Bob Hind says: 
“This is an excellent acquisition 
for Arriva. It gives us a strong 
foothold in an area which is 
new to the group. We're looking 


forward to delivering the high 
level of service in Bolton that 
customers have come to expect 
of Arriva.” 

@ www.arriva.co.uk 


‘Bustitution’ plans for Wolverhampton-Walsall route 


THE WOLVERHAMPTON _ to 
Walsall rail service is to be 
replaced by what is described 

s “a fast coach link” from next 
April, as part of the Strategic 
Rail Authority’s West Midlands 
Rail plan. However the move has 
drawn strong criticism from the 
West Midlands PTA. 

PTA chairman Gary Clarke 
is hopeful that the rail service 
can be saved. “Our officers in 
Centro [the West Midlands PTE] 


have already had a meeting with 
the Department for Transport to 
hammer out the details of funding 
and there are good signs that we 
can find a solution to maintain a 
passenger service,” he says. 

“We stood up for passengers 
and local interests throughout 
the consultation on this plan. Our 
opposition to cutting passenger 
services was made quite clear - 
and that opposition will continue 
even though the government was 


now approved the plan.” 

Local councillors say the 
replacement bus service now 
being proposed by the SRA is not 
an acceptable alternative. The 
current rail service runs hourly, 
with a 13-minute journey time. 
The existing Travel West Midlands 
bus service linking the two towns 
runs every 7 minutes, but takes 
40 minutes to make the trip. 


O www.sra.gov.uk 


Arriva extend its Italian presence 


ARRIVA is taking an 80 per cent 
stake in part of the operations of 
Italian bus operator SAVDA Group 
in a deal worth €13.6million 
(£9.4million) and has an option 
to acquire the remaining 20 per 
cent in 2008 for a maximum 
of €4.6million (£3.2million). 
Completion of the purchase of 
the initial stakeholding should 
take place in the fourth quarter 
of 2005, when the present 
shareholders of the SAVDA Group 
complete the formal legal process 
to demerge these operations. 

The bus businesses being 
acquired operate in the Piemonte 
and Valle d’Aosta regions of 
northern Italy, to the west of 
Arriva’s current operations. They 
include regular bus services as 
well as commercial, contract 
and private hire services. The 
operations include a 50 per cent 
holding in Autostradale, which 
operates scheduled _ services 
in Lombardy and Piemonte as 
well as operating airport shuttle 


services. 

Consolidated turnover for the 
acquired businesses for the year 
to 31 December 2004 was 
€31.7million (£22.0million) 
and earnings before interest, tax, 
depreciation and amortisation 
was €3.6million (£2.5million). 
The businesses employ around 
450 people and operate some 
330 vehicles. 

Arriva first entered the Italian 
bus market in July 2002 when 
it acquired the SAB Group in 
Northern Italy. In May 2004, 
Arriva further expanded _ its 
operations in Italy when_ it 
acquired a 49 per cent stake in 
SAF, based in Udine. 

Bob Davies, Arriva’s chief 
executive, says: “This acquisition 
allows us to expand in an area 
of Italy which is strategically 
significant for Arriva and we 
look forward to working with the 
management and employees of 
this successful business.” 

@ www.arriva.co.uk 


Oyster partners 
Shortlisted 


THE ABILITY to use Transport for 
London’s Oyster smart card for 
other types of payment has taken 
a step forward with TfL short- 
listing seven potential partners 
for the scheme. 

The project would allow Oyster 
holders to use the card to make 
low-value payments for a range of 
goods and services at newsagents, 
fast-food outlets, supermarkets 
and car parking machines — all 
areas where cash handling can 
be slow or inconvenient. 

Jay Walder, managing director 
of finance and planning at TfL, 
says: “The use of contactless 
smart cards for low-value 
payments is growing in popularity 
around the globe. Such schemes 
are now well established in Hong 
Kong and Japan and significant 
trials are taking place in the 
United States.” 

0 www.tfl.gov.uk 


RIEFS 


Gloucestershire county council 
is to fund the installation of 
CCTV cameras on 10 buses 
used on school services in an 
effort to curb unruly behaviour. 
The 12-month trial will be on 
routes with the most serious 
problems and if it is deemed 
successful could be extended to 
other services. 


An Urban Bus Challenge service 
in Skelmersdale was withdrawn 
last month following the end 
of funding. The Skelmersdale 
Roundabout was operated by 
West Lancs Dial-a-Ride and 
carried over 36,000 people in 
the last year. 


A summer circular service has 
been launched to improve 
public transport around 
the Chatsworth Estate in 
Derbyshire. The Chatsworth 
Shuttle is jointly funded by 
Chatsworth, Derwent Valley 
Rural Transport Partnership, 
Peak Connections and the Peak 
District National Park Authority. 


The service is run by Hulleys of 
Baslow, and an all-day ticket 
costs £1.50. 


Faced with an eight per cent 
rise in costs on recent rounds 
of tenders, Hampshire county 
council is reviewing its spending 
on public transport. Its cut-off 
point for most services will be a 
subsidy of £2.50 per passenger 
journey. Some _ lightly-used 
routes are costing as much as 
£10 per journey in subsidy. 


European diesel 
price update 


pence per litre equivalent 
Austria 63.28 
Belgium 73:89 
Czech Rep 63.68 
Denmark 77,45 
Estonia 54.76 
Finland 63.76 
France 70.13 
Germany 75.26 
Greece 60.47 
Netherlands Pheeye 
Hungary 79.40 
Ireland 69.65 
Italy 75S 
Luxembourg 59.24 
Norway TWde 
Poland 65.65 
Portugal 61.98 
Spain 61.50 
Sweden 77.96 
Switzerland 72.59 
Source: AA 
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Optimising flair 
and reliability 


Optare’s management buyout ensures the future of a British business with long roots that has 
built its reputation on design flair. Bus and Coach Professional sees a positive future for the 
Yorkshire-based manufacturer. 


onths of speculation 
about the future of 
Optare ended this week 


with the’ announcement that 
the business has been bought 
by its management, headed by 
managing director Bob Coombes, 
for the sum of £11.8million. 
Thus ends a five-year period of 
ownership by Hungarian-based 
North American Bus Industries, 
a company with troubles of its 
own. 

NABI paid £21.5million for 
Optare in 2000. 

As part of NABI, Optare had 
access to new markets and had 
developed a US version of its 
Solo midibus, which had secured 
some success in specialist shuttle 
bus markets. 

But in a world dominated by 
big multinational players — Volvo, 
Scania, EvoBus, Irisbus and 
Neoman - can a small British 
business possibly survive on its 
own? 

One of its strengths is a broad 
customer base. Optare products 
are bought by more British 
operators than those of any other 
manufacturer. Take the Solo 
alone, which has become the 
market leader in low-floor small 
buses helped, no doubt, by the 
troubles at TransBus in 2004, 
which cast a shadow over the 
rival Mini Pointer Dart. 

Solos can be found in fleets 
large and small along the length of 
Britain — admittedly often only in 
ones and twos — but it has secured 
volume business from big names 
such as First and Stagecoach, 


and recent additions to the range 
have further broadened its appeal. 
The smallest Solo SlimLine is a 
25-seater; the biggest Solo seats 
37, which is only five or six seats 
fewer than some heavy-duty 12m 
models. 

The Alero — after a troubled 
start — is establishing itself as a 
force to be reckoned with in the 
welfare market, where it offers 
roll-on access for wheelchairs. 
Other manufacturers have been 
slow to exploit this market sector, 
which is notorious for being price- 
driven when it comes to buying 
decisions, a reflection of the 
sometimes precarious funding 
available for such operations. 

Optare says that it’s getting 
strong positive feedback on 
its new Tempo, a full-size 17- 
tonne model which replaced 
the unhappy 15-tonne Excel, a 
vehicle which never quite shook 
off its early reputation for being 
troublesome. Coombes cites the 
Tempo’s first customer, Trent 
Barton, as being particularly 
impressed by the Tempo’s 
performance. 

With growing interest in big 
single-deckers Coombes is also in 
no doubt that the company was 
right to sideline its slowly-evolving 
double-deck project in favour of 
the Tempo, but adds that the 
double-decker is still part of the 
Optare plan. Indeed it’s been part 
of the plan since NABI took over 
in 2000, so no fears of rushed 
product development here. 

It has missed out on the large 
London orders and will now be 
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@ Bob Coombes, Optare managing director. 


developed as a Euro 4 rather than 
a Euro 3 model. But with London 
winning the bid to host the 2012 
Olympics the new Optare ‘decker 
will be available for any upsurge 
in demand which the world’s 
biggest sporting event brings. 

The company remains 
committed to coaches, and these 
are built at its Rotherham factory, 
or sourced from Spanish builder 
Ferqui, depending on the size of 
vehicle you want. A new coach 
will be unveiled at Coach & Bus 
Live in October. 

With a broad product range 
and an unrivalled customer base, 
Optare clearly has significant 
strengths. 

What about its weaknesses? 

Historically the company has 
developed stylish new models, 
launched them with some 
panache, and then ... ran into 


difficulties. Sometimes it has 
read the market wrongly and 
come up with a product not many 
operators have wanted. Anyone 
remember the Sigma? Sometimes 
the product has suffered from 
insufficient development, as was 
the case with the Alero. 

Being able to source the best- 
available components for your 
vehicles is one of the benefits 
available to any specialist builder, 
allowing them to take advantage 
of the massive (and expensive) 
research and development work 
carried out by engine suppliers 
such as Mercedes and Cummins, 
and gearbox specialists like 
ZF, Voith and Allison. The trick 
then is to engineer them in a 
combination which works. 

Optare is not a one-product 
company, even if much of its 
current success is based on the 


Solo. It has breathed remarkable 
extra life into the product — 
launched in 1997 - with its longer 
and narrower versions introduced 
last year, but it does need to 
demonstrate that it can succeed 
in other market segments. 

Small may be _ beautiful, 
but it also puts constraints 
on a business. That Optare is 
unlikely ever to be able to build 
big buses in the volumes which 
would secure it mainstream 
business with the big groups is 
not necessarily a weakness. Big 
buyers drive down prices, so may 
not always be good for profits. 

The company has invested in 
its Unitec aftersales operation — it 
reported a 22.8 per cent increase 
in sales in 2004 — and that is 
clearly important for a business 
which has a large number of 
small customers. 

Optare is a company which 
has shown a remarkable ability 
to survive. It was created in 
1985, when Leyland — remember 
that name? - announced that it 
was closing the Charles H Roe 
bodybuilding business in Leeds. 
Roe had over the years primarily 
been a builder of double-deck 
buses, and in the early 1980s 
was selected as the plant to build 
Leyland’s new Royal Tiger Doyen 
integral coach, a decision which 
helped lead to the factory’s 
closure as it struggled to switch 
from building what were, almost, 
hand-crafted buses to what was 
intended to be a fully-engineered 
jig-built high-tech coach. 

Enter Russell Richardson, a 
former plant director at Roe, who, 
backed by the West Yorkshire 
Enterprise Board and many 
redundant former employees, 
created Optare. 

Sceptics wondered if it could 
survive, let alone prosper, as bus 
orders nose-dived as the British 
bus industry geared up for the 
challenges of privatisation and 
deregulation. But survive it did. 

Under Richardson’s guiding 
hand it introduced what can only 
be described as spectacular new 
products, particularly in the early 
years. The VW-based CityPacer 


minibus may have proved to be a 
triumph of style over substance, 
but nothing touched it in terms 
of customer appeal. The Delta 
single-decker was sleek and 
modern, making Leyland’s Lynx 
look like a box. Almost 20 years 
on the Delta still looks good; the 
Lynx just looks like an old bus. 

And the Spectra double-decker 
set new standards in design, 
forcing all the other builders 
of double-deckers to hurriedly 
develop if not new models, at 
least new front ends to emulate 
the Spectra’s style. It took some 
10 years, and the entry of 
Wrightbus to the market, for a 
design to appear which eclipsed 
the Spectra. 

Optare joined the short-lived 


WENS ANAWNSIS 


@ Stylish Delta still 
looks good. 


- 
xfam 


@) Stagecoach 


United Bus organisation in the 
early 1990s and survived its 
collapse. It was then bought by 
NABI in 2000, a move which 
introduced Optare products to the 
North American market. 

Over the years Optare has 
always shown the responsiveness 
which characterises a_ well- 
run small business. It has 
survived changes in ownership 
and maintained continuity 
in management first under 
Richardson, and now under 
Coombes. It has _ introduced 
genuinely innovative products. 

There’s optimism in the air. 
Small may indeed be beautiful, 
if the new team can maintain 
Optare’s flair and back it up 
with reliable products. th 


@ Solo favoured by large 
fleets, including Stagecoach. 
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WHAT is claimed to be the first 
double-deck bus to operate in 
Israel is now running a city tour 
in Jerusalem. The operation 
started last week, using an open- 
top Neoplan Skyliner painted red 
and operated by leading public 
transport company Egged. 


MOROCCO 


M’DINA BUS has ordered 800 
Hispano Habit city buses to 
be delivered over the next four 
years. They are for operation in 
Casablanca. The bodies will be 
built on Iveco and Scania chassis 
by Hispano Maghreb at a new 
factory in the city. M’Dina bus 
is a consortium in which one of 
the partners is Paris transport 
operator RATP. The order marks 
the largest-ever project to 
modernise public transport in 
Morocco. 

Ravi Kant, executive director 
of Indian manufacturer Tata 


Motors and recently appointed 


chairman of Hispano _ says: 
“This development — reinforces 
our confidence in Hispano’s 


competency and capability to 
supply world class buses in 
Europe and outside. We expect to 
open new markets in North Africa 
and Middle East.” 

Earlier this year Tata acquired a 
21 per cent stake in the Hispano 
business. 


USA 


NABI has completed the delivery 
of 30 CNG-fuelled articulated 
buses for Los Angeles Metro’s 
14-mile Orange Line Bus Rapid 
Transit service, due to start later 
this year. “Our high-capacity, 
rail-like designed vehicles match 
precisely with LA's planned 
BRT service,” says NABI vice 
president of sales Bill Coryell. 
“It was our partnership with 
Metro that allowed us to create 
a vehicle that has the unique 


on the Orange Line.” 

Around 2,000 of Metro’s buses 
are powered by CNG, out of a 
total fleet approaching 2,500 
vehicles. The 30 new vehicles 
are part of a 200 bus order which 
Metro placed with NABI. 

__ aa 

AZURE Dynamics Corporation of 
Vancouver has developed a hybrid 
electric 20-seat shuttle bus and 
secured an order for 5, which 
will be operated in New York 
by the Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation. The 
vehicles will be based on a delivery 
van design currently available 
from Azure. “This innovative 
project demonstrates that hybrid 
electric technology can _ be 
applied to shuttle buses, reducing 
diesel emissions while providing 
important transportation in areas 
severely underserved by public 
transit,” says Rafael Salaberrios, 
BOEDC president. The hybrid 
buses will operate between 160 
and 240 miles a day, six days a 


week. 

=a 

THE WHATCOM Transit Authority 
in Washington State has 


introduced a new service network 
in Bellingham, based around three 
colour-coded services running 


features it needs to be a success | 


every 15 minutes. “Fifteen 
minutes is a time increment 
when people will stop relying 
on a schedule and just walk out 
the door to catch the bus,” says 
WTA community relations and 
marketing manager Maureen 
Camandona. To — encourage 
people to try the services, all will 
be operating fares-free during 
August. The normal charge is 
50c (30p). 

2 SS = 

OPTIMA Bus has unveiled its first 
hybrid low-floor bus; a model, 
which it believes, could create up 
to 200 additional jobs over the 
next five years. The new model 
is built to designs developed by 
Wrightbus of Ballymena. 

eee 
THE KANSAS 
Transportation 
has launched a  $21million 
(£12million)  5.5-mile BRT 
service, which it is promoting as 
MAX — Metro Area Express. The 
service operates from 04:30 to 
00:30, with frequencies ranging 
from 9 minutes to 30 minutes 
depending on time of day and 
section of route. The MAX service 
replaces a conventional bus 
route, which had 40 stops and 
a 24 minute running time. MAX 
has 19 stops, with running time 


City Area 
Authority 


The new Solo - now shorter, lon 


With an entrance step lower than any other bus on the road, the Solo is designed 


for accessibility and real passenger appeal. But where operators were once limited in 
their choice of low floor vehicles, the Solo now comes in a range of lengths between 
7.8 and 10.2 metres, seating between 24 and 37 passengers. Plus there's now the 
new SlimLine Solo - a 'narrow body' version that offers passengers and operators all the 


ll s advantages of the full size Solo, but saves 130mm in the overall width. 


Optare Group Ltd, Manston Lane, Leeds LS15 8 


cut to 18 minutes. The 12 new 
Gillig buses used on the service 
are fitted with GPS, providing 
real-time information at bus stops 
and giving them priority at traffic 
lights. 


SAN FRANCISCO Muni plans to 
roll out a $52million (E30million) 
fleet of hybrid-electric buses in 
the next year to help combat 
one of the city’s most pressing 


environmental problems: soot 
pollution from diesel engines, 
wood-burning fires and power 
plants. 

The plan is to replace 56 of 
Muni’s oldest diesel buses by the 
end of 2006 with hybrid versions 
that will emit 90 per cent less soot 
and 30 per cent less greenhouse 
gases. 

San Francisco voters required 
that Muni replace all of its pre- 


1991 diesel buses under Measure 
|, which was passed in March 
2004. Under the measure, Muni 
is to replace the vehicles by the 
end of next year, a deadline which 
the operator expects to meet. 

“We've always taken safe, 
clean transportation seriously,” 
says Muni spokeswoman Maggie 
Lynch. “We have the largest non- 
polluting fleet in the country. 
Over 50 per cent of our fleet is 
pollution-free.” 


NEW JERSEY Transit has ordered 
289 buses from Millennium 
Transit Services. MTS, based 
in New Mexico, acquired the 
assets of the Nova Bus business 
in Rosewell last year and is 
developing a new range of low- 
entry models. The order is worth 
$94 million (€54million) and will 
see the withdrawal of 1989-built 
Flxible buses by NJT, as well as 
the expansion of some services 
to cope with growing bus use. 
Deliveries of the new vehicles 
from MTS start in the summer of 
2006. 


SAUDI ARABIA 


MERCEDES-BENZ Brazil is to 
supply the Saudi Arabia Public 
Transport Company with 150 
urban buses. These will have 


=2r and narrower 


O500M chassis and will be 
bodied by Marcopolo. The O500M 
is a rear-engined chassis powered 
by a 245bhp 6.4-litre OM906LA 
engine. Mercedes-Benz Brazil is 
also supplying buses to Qatar, 
with a shipment of 165 vehicles 
being delivered this month. 


NY 
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NEW ZEALAND 


MAN has delivered its 1,000th 
New Zealand-built bus, a 17.223 
SLF with Designline body for 
Stagecoach New Zealand. MAN 
has been assembling chassis in 
the country since 1980 and sales 
have grown rapidly since the 
launch of its 11.190 SLF range 
in 1995. 


GERMANY 


MAN has installed its latest D20 
six-cylinder common rail engine 
in the Lion’s City low-floor bus. 
Exhaust gas recirculation plus 
a maintenance-free PM-Kat 


particulate trap are being used 


to meet the new Euro 4 exhaust 
emission regulations. 

The first vehicles equipped 
with the 10.5-litre in-line unit go 
on trial in Germany this summer 
with local transport authorities in 
Munich, Nuremburg, Annaberg, 
and Salzgitter. Series production 
will start in spring 2006 in 
advance of Euro 4’s introduction 
the following October. UK 
availability of the engine is 
promised for next year. 

Power outputs of 27Obhp, 
310bhp or 350bhp are on offer. 
Up to 100kg lighter than the 
D2866 engines, all three options 
can be ordered with either a Voith 
DIWA.5 gearbox or ZF’s six-speed 
6 HP 502. 

Adapted for horizontal 
installation, the four-valves-per 
cylinder intercooled engine has 
a two-cylinder compressor to 
supply the extra compressed air 
required. Three alternators are 
fitted in most cases along with 
a hydrostatically driven fan and 
— usually — a compressor for air 
conditioning. 

The 6.8-litre D 0836 has been 
modified to comply with Euro 4, 
with the horizontal 280bhp unit 
deleted from the line-up. It will be 
replaced by the lowest-powered 
D20. 


The SlimLine Solo is already proving popular in areas where larger buses have difficulties 
servicing routes with access problems. The new longer variant, with its higher payload, is 


also winning acclaim on higher density operations. 


So, however long or wide you need your Solo to be, you know that it'll measure up 


perfectly. 


OPTARE 


Telephone 0113 264 5182 e-mail info@optare.com Website www.optare.com 
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Fury over light rail funding 


IN BRIEF 


Edinburgh trams 

PLANS to re-introduce trams 
to the streets of Edinburgh 
have been boosted following 
a decision by Network Rail to 
withdraw its opposition to the 
proposals. The rail infrastructure 
operator was concerned about 
possible electrical interference 
from the trams. However, the city 
council-owned firm tie Ltd, which 
is promoting the scheme, has 
agreed to compensate Network 
Rail if modifications are needed. 
Other organisations — including 
Royal Mail, Historic Scotland and 
Forth Ports have also withdrawn 
their objections. 


First ‘ftr’ roadshow 

FIRST GROUP. backed tram-like 
StreetCar, built by Wrightbus 
and Volvo has been visiting 
several areas where councils are 
interested in introducing the new 
public transport concept. The 
StreetCar toured the streets in 
Bath, Bristol, Cardiff, Exeter and 
Plymouth last month. Already 


First has ordered 39 StreetCars. 
The first ‘ftr’ service will begin in 
York in early 2006, with Leeds 
expected to be the site for a 


second scheme. 


Fastlink closure 

EDINBURGH'S | Fastlink Bus 
Rapid Transit system was closed 
last month because of problems 
with the concrete surface that 
buses run along. Passengers on 
the busway, which opened last 
year, are said to have complained 
about the ride quality onboard 
the buses. The £10m busway 
was closed while ridges in the 
concrete were ground down. 


Weblinks 

Leeds Supertram 

www. leeds-supertram.co.uk 
Edinburgh Trams 
www.tiedinburgh.co.uk 
Nottingham Express Transit 
www.thetram.net 

Leigh Busway 


www.gmpte.com 


HOPES that ministers would 
announce funding decisions 
on light rail schemes before 
the parliamentary recess were 
dashed last month. Officials in 
Leeds, South Hampshire and on 
Merseyside had been lobbying for 
an early decision on funding for 
their schemes. However, despite 
last minute appeals by some 
promoters no decisions were 
made. 
Leeds city council leader 
ouncillor Mark Harris was 
furious about the lack of progress 
on providing the much needed 
funding. “It is disgraceful that the 
government is treating Leeds in 
this off-hand manner.” 

Planners on both the Leeds 
Supertram and South Hants 
Metro have previously expressed 
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concerned that compulsory 
purchase powers may lapse 
unless a swift decision was 


PLANS to create a 7km guided 
busway linking Leigh and Salford 
is finally gathering pace. Last 
month the Leigh Busway was 
granted Transport and Works Act 
powers. The scheme, which is 
similar to those being planned 
in Luton and Cambridge, will 
form part of a major Quality Bus 
Corridor, linking up with bus 
priority measures on two major 
highways into Manchester. The 
guideway will run along a disused 
railway. 

In line with other Bus Rapid 
Transit schemes the service will 
be provided by private operators 
with a minimum frequency of 
every 10 minutes during the 
weekday daytime between Leigh 


made. 
Speaking about the Leeds 
scheme Mark Harris says: 


“Alistair Darling and DfT officials 
are fully aware that we are fast 
approaching a date beyond which 
the scheme will be extremely 
difficult to deliver.” 

Meanwhile promoters of the 
Merseytram scheme fear that 


~ 


unless the scheme receives 
approval in the next week or so, 
the first line will not be ready 
in time for the city’s Capital of 
Culture year. 

A spokesperson for the 
Department for Transport said 
discussions were ongoing and 
decisions on funding were taken 
very seriously. 


@ A computerised image of the Leeds Supertram. 


System Profile 


Leigh Busway - ready to go! 


ae 


™@ The Manchester busway linking Leigh and 


and Manchester. In total, there 
are 17 stops along the route. 
They will provide high quality 
waiting facilities and feature 


Reporting by Peter Plisner, BBC midlana’s transport correspondent. 
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Salford. 


real time passenger information 
displays. 

Chair of the PTA Roger Jones 
says: “The busway will form part 
of a high grade public transport 
route linking Leigh, Salford and 
Manchester. As well as vastly 
improving journey times into 
Manchester, the busway will offer 
local people a frequent, reliable 
bus service with door-to-door 
journey times that can compete 
with the car.” 

After several delays to the 
scheme it is now hoped that a 
funding approval will be given 
as early as December this year. 
This would clear the way for 
construction to start in the spring 
of 2007, with the bus service 
becoming operational in summer 
2008. 


“It was well presented, in a 
structured manner which 
made learning interesting’ 


Alan Woods, Stagecoach 


Certificate of 
Professional Competence 
(CPC) in National 
Passenger Transport 


£75.00 part exchange 


£475.00. 


Courses starting FREE 
throughout the year Autosound hand microphone 


For further details, contact Sarah Skinns 


Tel: +44 (0)1536 740161 
email: cpc7@ciltuk.org.uk -_ The Chartered Institute of 


Logistics and Transport (UK) 


Choice of trims available 


Contact the new vehicle Sales Team 
Tel: 01909 500822 www.scania.co.uk 


Scania (Great Britain) Limited 
Bus and Coach 
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Te ee ALEXANDER PEMBERTON'S DIARY 
World’s first coal-powered bus 


VENTS 


Monday 12 September 
Conference: Driven to extinction 
— how transport policy can save 
the world, Cambridge. 020 7787 
1210. 

www. thewaterfront.co.uk 


Wednesday-Thursday 14-15 
September Exhibition: Passenger 
Transport Solutions, Olympia, 
London. 0870 429 4694. 
www.aboutpts.com 


Monday-Wednesday 26-28 
September Exhibition: APTA 
International Public Transportation 
Expo, Dallas, Texas. 
www.apta.com 


Wednesday-Thursday 5-6 
October Exhibition: Coach & Bus 
Live 2005, NEC, Birmingham. 
0870 224 8617. 
www.coachandbuslive.com 


Friday-Wednesday 21-26 
October Exhibition: Busworld, 
Kortrijk. 0032 51 22 60 60. 
www. busworld.org 


Tuesday-Thursday 8-10 
November Exhibition/Conference: 
Community Transport Event, 
G-Mex, Manchester. 08707 
743586. 
www.communitytransport.com 


Wednesday 9 November Lunch: 
UK Bus Awards ceremony, 
London. 

www. ukbuswards.co.uk 

Monday 28 November Dinner: 
Scottish Transport Awards, 


Edinburgh. 01224 263134 
www. abs.ac.uk/cftp 


Tuesday 29 November 
Conference: Scottish Transport 
Awards, Edinburgh. 01224 
263134 

www.abs.ac. uk/cftp 


2006 


Thursday-Saturday 27-29 April 
Exhibition: Switch — powering 
future transport, Earls Court, 
London. 020 7370 8513 

www. switchexpo.com 


FORGET Euro3. Forget 
particulate traps. Forget low- 
sulphur diesel. Enjoy the smell 
of smoke and lubricating oil. 
Here’s a bus that makes no 
attempt to pander to politically- 
correct clean air pressure groups. 
It’s a 1932 Sentinel and it runs 
on coal. 


It started life in 1932 as a 
truck, but has recently been 
rebuilt with a replica bus body 
by Stuart Harrison from Cumbria 
and is now operating as a tourist 
attraction in the Morecambe 


area. To do this, of course, it 
needs to be certified, and that 
having 


involves it tilt-tested 


@ 1932 Sentinel coal bus being tilted. 


Those were the days... 


REMEMBER the Leyland Titan? 
It was one of Leyland’s Great 
Hopes in the 1970s, the integral 
double-deck bus which would 
revolutionise the bus business 
and which everyone would want 
to buy. 

In the event, most were sold 
to London Transport, but small 
numbers went elsewhere, 
including Reading Transport, as 
seen here in the town centre with 
MCW’s rival Metrobus following 
behind. Reading bought 12 
Titans. The only other operators 
outside London to take new 
Titans were Greater Manchester 
Transport, West Midlands Travel 
and China Motor Bus, which 
received the only Titan to be 
exported. 
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The Titan was available with 
a choice of Gardner 6LXB or 
Leyland TL11 engines, and used 
Leyland’s new—and inadequately 
proven — Hydracyclic gearbox 


which featured an_ integral 
retarder, a novel feature when 
the Titan was launched. 
Although it didn’t have a step- 
free entrance, Leyland’s design 
team did a lot of work with 
elderly people to ensure that 
the Titan’s layout was as good 
as it could be — human factors 
engineering, they called it. 
The deep lower deck windows 
were designed so that standing 
passengers could see out. 
Series production started in 
1978 and ended in 1984, and 
fewer than 1,200 were built. 


with a simulated load of 32 
passengers, driver and fireman, 
along with 150 gallons of water 
and a half bunker full of coal. 

Enter Optare, which is one of 
the few locations in the north of 
England with a tilt table. 

“This is a bit of an unusual job 
for us,” says operations director 
Glenn Saint, “but one that we 
are very pleased to assist with.” 

Operator Budgie Transportsays 
that it is the world’s only steam 
bus and that’s not a claim | feel 
qualified to argue with, although 
I’ve certainly never come across 
any others. If you want to know 
where it’s operating, visit www. 
budgietransport.co.uk 


Judge overturns 
TfL policy 


A FEW months back — in the 
issue dated 1 April, which 
seems strangely appropriate 
— | commented on Transport for 
London’s decision not to accept 
further on-bus advertising for 
Turkish-controlled northern 
Cyprus, following complaints 
from Greek Cypriots. 

Well, the North Cyprus Tourism 
Centre took umbrage and took 
TfL to court, and succeeded 
in having the ban lifted. Judge 
Mr Justice Newman described 
TfUs decision as irrational and 
awarded costs to the North 
Cyprus Tourism Centre. 

TfLs decision was odd. | 
wonder, now, if it would accept 
holiday adverts from Zimbabwe, 
Burma or China — all countries 
with regimes which have caused 
offence to greater or lesser 
numbers of people in recent 
times... 


Arriva united 


WHAT unites the names 
Shamrock, Oxonian, Prince of 
Wales, Union, Hibernia and 
Victory, which will soon be 
appearing on Arriva Midlands 
park-and-ride buses on 
Shrewsbury? Sounds a bit like 
a pub quiz question — are they 
pubs... or ships? Well, no, they 
were stagecoaches (that’s with 
a small ‘s’, nothing to do with 
one of Arriva’s rival transport 
groups). 

The decision was made to give 
names to the buses used on the 
Shrewsbury park-and-ride, with a 
competition to suggest a theme. 
And the winner, one Peter Brown 
of Market Drayton, came up with 
a transport-related suggestion, 
which caught the judges’ eyes. 


Bradtech launches Vikan cleaning brushes 


SPECIALISTS in the development 
of water systems for buses and 
coaches, Bradtech has launched 
its new range of cleaning brushes 
from Vikan. 

The brushes can be water-fed or 
used as dipping brushes and are 
designed to ensure that the brush 
filaments are in contact with the 
vehicle surface for longer periods. 

Many of the brushes are also 
fitted with rubber edges to guard 
against accidental scratching. 

Bradtech managing director 
William Bradburn says: “We 
wanted to introduce a cleaning 
system that would make a real 
difference to both coach and 
bus operators. We chose Vikan 
because their brushes are specially 
designed for cleaning commercial 
vehicles. 

“The weight of the brushes 
means they are easier to work 
back and forth and speeds up the 


1 A Vikan brush with water-feed. 


cleaning operation.” 

Bradtech also offers a range of 
brushes, including wheel rim to 
bodywork brushes. 

Until the end of August, Stafford- 
based Bradtech is offering a 20 
per cent introductory discount on 
the Vikan range. 


0 01785 282800 
www.bradtech. Itd.uk 


Thamesdown’s solution to stacking 


SWINDON bus operator 
Thamesdown Transport is using 
the Manuvit LEV adjustable width 
stacker, supplied by Berkshire- 
based manual handling equipment 
specialist Southworth Handling. 

The stackers allow a variety of 
loads to be handled with minimal 
effort. Thamesdown required an 
easy solution to handle wheels on 
and off bus axles and bring them 
safely to floor level with the use of 
a single operator. 

A special cradle helps support 
the wheels and rollers on the tips 
of the lift forks, which allow the 
operator to align the wheel with 
the mounting studs. Both the 
wheel cradle and tall mast prevent 
the wheel from tipping backwards 
during the operation. 

Thamesdown engineering 
director Nigel Mason says: “With 
manual handling high on the 


At 120mm, the Pasquin 103 is lower than any other jack on the market. An air-hydraulic 
jack with proven reliability, safety and durability, the Pasquin 103 together with the 
P105 and P189C are noted particularly for their strength and functionality and covers 
all commercial vehicles. Contact Beissbarth for details of the full Pasquin range. 


CBEISSBART 


Automotive Service Equipment 


health and safety agenda and 
vehicle lifts becoming more 
prominent in workshops these 
days, the LEV stacker has proven 
to be an important tool, ensuring 
heavy wheels are lifted and fitted 
correctly.” 
© Southworth Handling 
01635 874404, 
www.southworth.co.uk 


i Thamesdown Manuvit LEV 
stacker unit. 


Eberspacher launches the new Madrid 


HAMPSHIRE-based_ Eberspacher 
will be exhibiting its new Madrid 
roof-mounted air conditioning unit 
at the Coach and Bus Live show at 
the NEC from 5 October. 

The unit is suitable for most 
coaches and buses with a seating 
capacity of up to 35 seats. Each 
system includes a Seltec TM31 
compressor — complete with 
compressor mounting — bracket, 


hoses, fitting, wiring and all 
auxiliary components. 

The Madrid joins a wide range 
of smaller, external, roof-mounted 
units, which include the Turin 
and Remini units, specifically 
manufactured for smaller 
vehicles. 


0 01425 480151, 
www.eberspacher.com 


Support literature introduced by Unwin 


PASSENGER safety _ specialist 
Unwin Safety Systems has 
introduced its latest customer 
support literature following the 
Mobility Roadshow in July. 

The Unwin product sheet offers 
detailed information on four new 
safety products. Unwin Xtract 
enhances operational versatility 
in minibuses and coaches; 
Quattro Express describes the 
self tensioning and self retracting 
wheelchair restraint for secure 
handling; Easilok Ill offers a 
combined fold up bus seat and 
wheelchair restraint for optimum 
flexibility and comfort; and the 
Unwin M1 T-Bold seat locking 
device. 

Unwin has been working closely 
with passenger and wheelchair 


restraint systems __ specialist 
Puwertec which has provided an 
on-site audit and provides the 
company with after care service. 


© 01935 827740, 
www.unwin-safety.com 
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Low-floor operators boost 
Pasquin air jack sales 


A GROWING band of low-floor bus operators are the latest to convert 
to the Pasquin air-hydraulic jack produced by Beissbarth — one of the 
leaders in automotive service equipment. 

First Bus, Go North East, Stagecoach and Arriva Nottingham have all 
acquired the product for its strength and functionality. 

Pasquin jacks are operated by a double-acting pump and are provided 
with safety devices in order to avoid overloads. The large base ensures 
stability, while the diameter of the wheels and the three-position handle 


allow easy and safe handling. 


© Beissbarth 0800 1694660 www.beissbarth.co.uk 


Beissbarth House, 30 Wilford Trading Estate, Nottingham, NG11 7EP 


Tel. 0115 981 5151 Fax. 0115 981 8431 


Email: enquiries@beissbarth.co.uk www.beissbarth.co.uk 


BEST GARAGE EQUIPMENT COMPANY 2000 « 2001 © 2002 * 2003 Awarded by the Institute of Transport Management 
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A cleaner solution 


other developments at Neoman. 


perators wrestling with the 
Oriente of Euro 4, 

Euro 5 and beyond may 
be about to be hit by another, 
separate, suite of regulations 
demanding reduced exhaust 
emissions warns MAN. 

Since January city authorities 
in Germany have been insisting 
that certain set concentrations of 
ultra-small PM10 particles in the 
atmosphere — often referred to as 
‘fine dust’ — must not be exceeded 
on more than 35 days in a year. 
Limits on the annual average 
level of particles permitted are 
being imposed too. 

By doing so 
implementing EU air 
directives 1996/62/EC 
1999/30/EC. 

As a consequence vehicles 
not fitted with particulate traps 
could face being banned from 
urban areas warns MAN senior 


they’re 
quality 
and 


vice president, engineering, Karl 
Viktor Schaller. That’s despite the 
fact that industry emits far more 
fine dust than diesel engines, 
households emit high levels 
too, and that there seems to be 
no direct link between fine dust 
concentrations and emission 
sources. 

“It can be found in rural areas 
without dense traffic and_ its 
presence seems to have a lot to 
do with factors such as weather 
conditions and agricultural 
activities,” he observes. “While 
there is a contribution from 
vehicles, they are by no means 
wholly responsible.” 

Neoman points out that buses 
account for no more than one per 
cent of the entire impact. That’s 
unlikely to save them from the 
spotlight, even though VDV, the 
association for German transport 
companies, calculates that each 


MAN remains firmly wedded to EGR 
as the way forward for buses and coaches 
to meet Euro 5 as well as Euro 4 emission 


regulations. 
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Steve Banner reports exclusively for Bus and ( 


passenger ina fully occupied 12m 
bus accounts for up to 400 times 
less fine dust than an individual 
car driver in a diesel car without 
a particulate filter. 

Given that they are relying 
on an EC directive, the stance 
taken by German cities could be 
replicated elsewhere in Europe, 
including the UK. TfL has already 
announced plans for a London- 
wide Low Emission Zone, and 
although details are vague at 
present the indications are that 
it would involve applying Euro 3 
emission levels in every London 
borough. 

Cars would be exempt, despite 
the fact that they constitute 94 


oach Professional on emissions technology and 


per cent of traffic in the capital. 

So far as MAN is concerned 
one solution for operators faced 
with local pressure to cut particle 
output may be to fit the PM-KAT 
continuously __ self-regenerating 
trap now being installed on 
its Euro 4-compliant D20 bus 
engines. It adds about 10kg to 
the vehicle’s weight. 

When fitted to a Euro 4 engine 
it cuts particle emissions by 80 
per cent, says Schaller. Retrofit it 
to a Euro 3 engine — a package 
should be available from autumn 
2005 — and the cut will be nearer 
50 to 60 per cent. 

“That’s not enough by itself to 
take the engine from Euro 3 to 


@ MAN Lion’s City Bus with D20 engine. 


Industry emits far more fine dust than diesel engines and 


there seems to be no direct link between fine dust concentrations 


and emission sources. 
Dr Karl Viktor Schaller 
MAN senior vice president, engineering. 


Euro 4, but it makes a substantial 
contribution towards cleaning up 
emissions,” he says. 

“PM-Kat employs a_ sintered 
metal fibre fleece that’s so fine you 
can read a newspaper through 
it,” he continues. “The particles 
it collects through deliberate 
generation of turbulence are 
oxidised and leave the exhaust 
as carbon dioxide.” 

As a consequence particulate 
values fall below the Euro 4 
and Euro 5 limit of 0.02g/kWh. 
That’s approximately one-fifth of 
the Euro 3 standard. 

“PM-Kat is tamper-proof, it 
won't clog and it’s maintenance- 
free too,” says Schaller. “It fits 
100 per cent within the envelope 
of the silencer.” 

An alternative to retrofitting a 
PM-Kat to a Euro 3 engine could 
be to equip it with a CRTec closed- 
loop particulate filter, he says. 
“It’s electronically-controlled and 
it's especially suitable for city 
buses in circumstances where 
exhaust temperatures don’t get 
high enough to allow a filter to 
work properly. 

“So far as Euro 2 engines 
are concerned we can offer an 
external soot filter sourced from 
Twin Tec.” 

The bad news is the price of 
some of these retrofit solutions 
- £2,000 to £3,500 for a PM- 
Kat rising to a painful £10,000 
for a CRTec. The latter is not 
maintenance-free and has to be 
cleaned out once a year. 

MAN remains firmly wedded to 
EGR — exhaust gas recirculation 
— as the way for buses and 
coaches to meet Euro 5 as well 
as Euro 4, Schaller stresses. 


While it has developed an SCR 
— Selective Catalytic Reduction 
— Euro 5 solution for trucks as a 
temporary expedient, it won't be 
fitted to passenger vehicles, and 
will be succeeded by an EGR 
package. 

Due to be introduced in 2009 
for first registrations, Euro 5 will 
see the NOx limit cut from the 
Euro 4 limit of 3.5g/kWh to 2g/ 
kWh. The particulate limit will 
remain unchanged. 

Something that will change is 
stricter monitoring of a vehicle’s 
compliance with the exhaust 
emission rules while in service 
says Roland von Hoerner, in 
charge of engine development at 
MAN’s Nuremburg plant. 

It must be possible to verify 
that a Euro 4 engine’s emissions 
are stable for at least the first 
500,000km of the vehicle’s life, 
he points out. That involves the 
manufacturer fitting an onboard 
diagnosis system that will keep a 
check on them, and that from late 
2007 will cut the engine’s power 
output by from 60 to 75 per cent 
if NOx limits are exceeded. 

To achieve Euro 5 with EGR 
MAN will again use a PM-Kat 
trap and will opt for two-stage 
turbocharging with inter- and 
after-cooling, says von Hoerner. 

None of this should be taken to 
suggest that MAN has given up 
on developing vehicles that will 
run on alternative fuels. While 
diesel is still likely to be the 
dominant bus and coach power 
source in 20 years time, other 
choices such as hydrogen will 
be more important than they are 
today, predicts Eberhard Hipp, 
responsible for the company’s 


The MAN low-floor articulated buses 


emit zero carbon dioxide along with low 
levels of other pollutants, beating Euro 5 


on Nox. 


An illustrated MAN D20 common rail poly V-belt engine. 


advanced development division. 

Partly that’s because of the 
need to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions. Partly however it’s 
because worldwide oil and gas 
reserves are concentrated in the 
unstable Middle East. 

Three MAN low-floorarticulated 
buses powered by hydrogen and 
equipped with 190bhp H 2866 
UH internal combustion engines 
have been in service at Munich 
Airport for the past six years, 
says Hipp. They’re all fitted with 
roof-mounted aluminium tanks 
that store the compressed fuel 
at a pressure of 250 bar. The 
buses emit zero carbon dioxide 
along with low levels of other 
pollutants, beating Euro 5 on 
NOx. Between them they’ve 
covered over 400,000kms. 

As an extension of this project 
a similar bus — a rigid this time 
— has just gone into service on 
commuter routes near the airport 
alongside a fuel cell bus. Like 
the airport buses the project 
is sponsored by the Bavarian 
Ministry of Transport under the 
ARGEMUC banner, and both 
vehicles will refuel at the airport's 


publicly accessible hydrogen 
filling station. 
BVG -—-  Berlin’s transport 


authority — has been operating 
a hydrogen bus too. “The engine 
used iS approaching — series 
production maturity,” says Hipp. 
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Due to be introduced in 2009 for 


first registrations, Euro 5 will see the Nox 
limit cut from the Euro 4 limit of 3.5kg/kWh 


to 2g/kWh. 


A bit more power is required 
however, so MAN is developing a 
supercharged version. 

The fuel cell bus employs a 
68kW PEM fuel cell from Ballard 
and a 140kW electrical energy 
storage system that makes use 
of the energy generated by the 
vehicle’s brakes. The hydrogen 
the system needs is carried on 
rooftop tanks at 350 bar, and 
the bus has a range of around 
300km. 

One key advantage of opting 
for hydrogen only rather than 
hydrogen and fuel cells is that 
the latter remain extremely 
expensive, says Hipp. “Nor 
do we believe that they'll come 
down in price in the near future,” 
he observes. “However buses 
powered by them may be ready 
for series production in about ten 
years time.” 

MAN has also been involved 
in the development of a diesel- 
electric bus, and over 2,500 
buses with MAN compressed 
natural gas engines - they 
form the basis of the hydrogen 
engine — are now in operation. 
The company continues to build 
trolleybuses too, Hipp adds, and 
was involved in supplying 142 
to ILPAPR the Athens transport 
authority, in 2004. 

“Remember that a number 
of cities in northern Italy, 
such as Parma, have banned 
diesel buses from their historic 
centres,” he observes. “Most 
Western European operators see 
trolleybuses as a way of bridging 
the gap until fuel cell technology 
has reached maturity.” 

As well as developing engine 
technology, MAN is working on 
a number of packages aimed at 
improving driver and passenger 
safety. 

Lane Guard will be going 
into series production for coach 
applications from next year. If 
the driver starts to wander out 
of his lane on the motorway 
then sensors will detect what’s 
happening and the relevant side 
of the driver’s seat will vibrate to 
warn him or her to take corrective 
action. 


Adaptive Cruise Control will 
be available too, adapting the 
coach’s speed to that of the 
vehicle in front and ensuring the 
driver keeps a safe distance from 
it. 

For the future MAN is 
developing a system that will 
detect the presence of a cyclist 
alongside the vehicle when the 
driver is about to turn. 

It’s also. working on a 
combination of several sensors 
that will recognise and trace 
other vehicles in the immediate 
vicinity in a bid to minimise the 
risk of collisions. That’s as well 
as a system that will tell whoever 
is at the wheel if they can change 
lane or carry out an avoiding 
manoeuvre without risk. 

That’s not to mention a device 
that will actively ensure the vehicle 
stays in lane, as well as a vehicle- 
to-vehicle communications 
system that will warn drivers in 
the area about traffic jams and 
other obstructions. 

All of which makes you wonder 
how soon it will be before they 
get around to replacing the driver 


completely... VA 
/ 


© www.neoman.de 
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@ PM-Kat continuously self- 
regenerating trap adds about 
10kg to the vehicle’s weight. 


@ Chemical illustration of 
exhaust emissions via the PM- 
Kat emission trap. 


@ MAN supplied 142 tolley buses to ILPAP the Athens transport 
authority in 2004. 
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One of the goals listed in Cardiff 
Buses’ five-year business plan is to become 
‘the best public transport operator in Britain 
within three years’. 


community dividend 


ardiff Bus believes in 
reaching for the stars. 


One of the goals listed 
in its five-year business plan 
is to become ‘the best public 
transport operator in Britain 
within three years’. Cardiff Bus 
managing director David Brown 
smiles as he explains: “We want 
to be bus operator of the year 
in 2007”. Brown’s predecessor, 
Alan Kreppel, had done much 
to turn the company’s fortunes 
round and Brown, who was 
Kreppel’s finance director, aims 
to take the company to even 
greater heights. 

In the past few years Cardiff 
Bus has enjoyed  year-on- 
year increases in turnover and 
passenger journeys and has 
spent an average of £3million 
a year on new buses. Currently 
there is a rolling programme of 
new vehicle investment costing 
around £4million annually, and 
the company plans to invest 
£18million over the next four 
years in new vehicles and 
equipment. 

Cardiff passengers are enjoying 
the fruits of this investment in 
the shape of a substantial fleet 
of Pointer Darts, which operate 
the principal routes. There 
is also a batch of Alexander 
Dennis Enviro300s, though the 
next purchases are likely to be 
dramatically different. “We are 
currently talking to Scania about 
an order for OmniCity artics,” says 
Brown, “and we are using Ray 


A relatively 


new low-floor fleet, Cardiff Bus’ MD still 


improvement. Gavin Booth hitches a ride with David Brown. 


f 


Stenning of Best Impressions to 
design the livery and the internal 
look. They will be very different 
from the rest of the fleet as we 
want to attract car users on to 
public transport.” 

The artics are likely to be used 
on the busy corridor west to Ely, 
which Brown hopes will be the 
city’s first statutory quality bus 
partnership. The artics would 
be the Cardiff Bus contribution, 
with Cardiff council providing 
bus priority measures and 
parking restrictions. “With these 
measures in place we can greatly 
improve reliability on this corridor 
and knock five or six minutes 
off the journey time to the city 
centre,” says Brown. 

The local bus network was 
simplified in Alan Kreppel’s time 
and is described as The Cardiff 
Overground, a cheeky poke at 
First, Kreppel’s former employer. 
Brown feels that this gives him 
the chance to concentrate on 
the other factors that can build 
on this legacy. As well as the 
statutory quality bus partnerships 
he identifies three key areas — an 
effective parking enforcement 
policy based on decriminalisation 
of parking controls, a new central 
transport interchange, and park- 
and-ride facilities. 

A new transport interchange 
would replace the existing down- 
at-heel bus station, which has 
the advantage of being situated 


BH Continued on page 20 
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We are currently talking to Scania 
about an order for OmniCity artics and we are 
using Ray Stenning of Best Impressions to 
design the livery and internal look. 

David Brown, Cardiff Bus. 


adjacent to Cardiff Central rail 
station. David Brown shows plans 
of the proposed new interchange, 
which he hopes can be built on a 
prominent site that is easy to find 
and use, and allows seamless 
interchange with rail services. 
The vision is a European-style 
interchange with state-of-the- 
art passenger facilities, an 
airport-style concourse, real-time 
signage and a CCTV-monitored 
safe environment. 

Brown believes strongly in staff 
motivation. “We are fortunate 
that industrial relations are good,” 
he says, “but it’s not just about 
money for our staff. We want to 
make their working conditions as 
attractive as we can, SO we are 
looking at things like canteen 
facilities. 

“We have more than 500 
drivers and the main place they 


gather is in the canteen in the 
centre of the city, but it’s not 
ideal. Think of what motorway 
service areas were like a few 
years ago and it’s a bit like that. 

“Our staff deserve decent 
facilities to relax in a pleasant 
atmosphere with good food 
available. It’s all about having a 
motivated workforce. 

“We are determined to achieve 
Investors in People status by 
the end of the year and to be 
more flexible about working 
arrangements to suit different 
lifestyles. We are adopting a 
process of partnership working 
with the unions, centred on 
openness and trust. 

“Later this year we'll have 
in place a comprehensive set 
of employment policies and 
procedures covering all aspects of 
employee relations. Our target is 


to be recognised by 2009 as one 
of the top 100 UK companies to 
work for and to be one of the top 
ten in Wales by 2007.” 

Brown is passionate about 
the importance of investing in 
his staff, but he is careful not to 
lose sight of the customer — “at 
the heart of our business plan”, 
he says. “A key objective is to 
maximise passenger growth, 
with a target of up to 3 per cent 
passenger growth year on year 
over the next four years. 

“We know that we’re well rated 
in terms of the service we provide, 
but we want to be even better, 
so we need to understand more 
about our existing and potential 
customers and what they are 


looking for in our service. 

“We're appointing a customer 
care manager to manage our 
relationships with passengers 
in the area of sales, customer 
feedback and customer care 
training.” 

The Cardiff Overground core 
network of high-frequency, easy- 
to-understand routes has proved 
successful and will be extended 
where this is commercially viable. 
But Brown sounds the warning 
that “we will be able to achieve 
further quantum leaps in service 
provision only if the problem of 
traffic congestion is addressed”. 

Cardiff council is planning 
to develop park-and-ride sites 
across the city, but Brown sees 


Cardiff council is planning to 


develop park-and-ride sites across the city, 
but Brown sees an opportunity to discuss 
further sites with the Cardiff and Vale of 


Glamorgan councils. 
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an opportunity to discuss further 
sites with the Cardiff and Vale of 
Glamorgan councils. 

As one of the select band 
of local authority-owned bus 
companies, Cardiff Bus pays 
a financial dividend to Cardiff 
council, and argues that it also 
pays a community dividend — the 
network of marginal services it 
provides in the early mornings, 
late at nights and on Sundays 
— which Brown estimates have 
a financial value to the city 
of around £lmillion a_ year, 
providing major benefits in terms 
of improved social inclusion 
and greater economic prosperity 
through improved access to jobs 
and leisure opportunities. 

As capital of Wales and home to 
the Welsh Assembly Government, 
Cardiff is a thriving city. It is very 
much the focal centre for South 
Wales and enjoys good road and 
rail links with the rest of Wales 
and into England. 

There are opportunities for 
growth based on the expanding 
Cardiff Bay area, home to the 
National Assembly as well as to 
a growing range of leisure and 
residential facilities. 

The Bay is physically separated 
from the city centre by railway 
bridges and the road network, 
and Brown is keen to make 
public transport to the area more 


attractive for locals and visitors. 

Cardiff Bus is in the fortunate 
position that it has a route 
network that has been recently 
overhauled and a fleet of modern 
low-floor single-deck buses. 

Its only double-deckers now 
are Volvo Ailsas kept primarily for 
school services, but Brown has a 
vision of modern double-deckers 
handling work like this, to give 
younger people a positive slant 
on bus travel. The Scania artics 
would also represent a substantial 
change from the current vehicle 
policy. 

But even with a successful route 
network and a relatively new low 
floor fleet, Brown is striving to 
improve Cardiff Bus, through less 
tangible areas that you sense are 
important to him — improving staff 
conditions, monitoring passenger 
satisfaction — as well as those 
things that can be delivered if the 
will is there — parking restrictions, 
bus priorities, a new transport 
interchange. 

And if it all happens, David 
Brown probably has a_shelf- 
space in mind for that 2007 
award... 4 
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be 


be a single black box. 


an a single black box 
C: used to control every 

function on a bus or coach? 
Wayfarer reckons that’s perfectly 
possible. 

It used the recent UITP 
congress to highlight its plug- 
and-play e-bus concept. 

A central open platform unit 
employing either Windows or 
Linux acts as a server to drive 
all the onboard applications and 
transmit data across a wireless 
network. It’s married to a touch- 
screen driver interface that 
controls everything from ticketing 
and the reversing cameras to real 
- time passenger information and 
the CCTV system; Wayfarer has 
recently launched its own CCTV 
package under the Transcam 
banner. 

The common platform makes 
it easy for functions such as 
fare collection to be added, says 
Wayfarer, while features such as 


GPS, GPRS and Wireless LAN 
can be fitted as standard. 

“Mass transit operators 
around the world use an 
increasingly diverse range of 
technologies to drive operational 
requirements,” says Wayfarer 
group managing director Tony 
McNamara. “It’s common to find 
systems controlling passenger 
counting, smart card use, engine 
management and diagnostics and 
so on all separately installed and 
wired in a single vehicle. What 
we're providing is a pathway for 
all these current technologies and 
future technologies too.” 

It’s an approach that’s already 
been adopted by Wright Group. 
Working with ACIS, it’s now 
installing a universal platform in 
its bodies and StreetCar is one of 
the early beneficiaries. 

“In recent years there has been 
a distinct move away from retrofit 
to installing our equipment at 


One concern for the operator is 


what might happen if the control unit 
experiences a sudden and total failure. 
It’s likely to leave the vehicle completely 


paralysed. 
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Instrument 
control 


Vehicles are now being equipped with multiple electronic units for new technologies to retrieve 
and transmit data across wireless networks. Steve Banner asks whether in the future there will 


For your safety and 


@ Communications systems can control a wide range of functions. 


the time of build,” says ACIS 
managing director lan Buckley; a 
trend which, if replicated across 
the industry, is sure to have long- 
term implications for suppliers 
without OE contracts. 

Wrightbus is supporting the 
integrated system through its 
Customcare offshoot. “It will be 
a Wrightbus product,” says a 
company spokesman. 

With standard communication 
protocols imminent, one of the 
big advantages of providing a 
universal platform is that buses 
don’t have to go through an 
expensive and_ time-consuming 
retrofit programme if they're 
transferred from one fleet to 
another, Wrightbus contends. 

It also means a_ reduced 
number of connections — the 
more connections there are, 


the more problems you're likely 
to have — and less time taken 
up installing systems when the 
vehicle is originally built. “Using 
a single black box should make it 
a bit cheaper too,” remarked one 
industry supplier. 

ACIS special projects manager, 
Matthew Smith, strongly doubts 
that buses will end up with just 
one black box controlling all 
functions. “The closest you'll 
get to that is one box, but with 
two separate processors and no 
common platform,” he predicts. 

“There's a big difference 
between mission-critical items 
such as the brakes and non- 
mission-critical nice-to-haves 
such as RTPI. They work in 
very different ways and the 
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architecture of the two types of 
system isn’t the same. 

“So far as coaches are 
concerned though one thing 
that can’t be integrated is the 
tachograph,” points out Actia 
UK managing director, Paul 
Kay. “The way the legislation is 
written means that it’s got to be 
a stand-alone unit.” 

Intellitec sales and marketing 
director Duncan Hughes agrees 
that the trend is in favour of a 
single unit, but only up to a point. 
Vehicle manufacturers aren't 
too enthusiastic about having 
the unit that also controls, say, 
the destination displays having 
anything to do with controlling 
the engine, gearbox and brakes, 
he points out. 
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While that may be more 
feasible on an integral vehicle, 
it’s less likely to be possible if a 
bodybuilder is mounting a body 
on an externally sourced chassis. 
“The chassis makers have their 
own coded data and while 
they don’t mind other onboard 
systems listening to the signals, 
they certainly don’t want them 
talking to their units,” Hughes 
observes. “As a consequence you 
end up with two separate control 
systems.” 

So why are chassis makers so 
concerned? 

They argue that there’s a risk 
that signals relating to, say, the 
CCTV cameras could interfere 
with, for example, the brakes, 
and it’s a risk they don’t want to 
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Chassis makers argue that signals 
relating to say, the CCTV cameras could 
interfere with, for example, the brakes, and 
it’s one risk they don’t want to take. 
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@ The StreetCar incorporates an integrated system for electronic 


equipment. 


Wright Group, working with ACIS, 
is now installing a universal platform in 
its bodies and StreetCar is one of the early 


beneficiaries. 
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Planning and scheduling 
made easy. 
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MICROBUS — A system from our Improved efficiency: 
integrated IT platform for public transport: 
= Common, single database (ORACLE®) for all modules = Optimised duties and vehicle plans 
= Multimodal integration (bus, rail, tram) = Reduced operational costs 
= Industry standard interfaces = Automatic timetable outputs 
IVU Traffic Technologies UK Ltd Phone: +44 (0) 121 767 1812 
. 4 Vienna House, International Square E-Mail: alistair.quigley@ivu.de 
IVU Traffic Technologies Birmingham International Park www.ivu.de 
UK Limited Bickenhill Lane 


Birmingham B37 7GN, UK 


la Digital Surveillance Systems: 


Rugged digital recorder designed for vehicle use 

Compact design - for ease of installation 

Removable, large capacity hard drives 

Multi-screen reviewer software for PC 

Up to 8 cameras & 4 microphone inputs 

Live camera views on LCD monitors 

= Full installation service available 
Optional GPS & data logging, advertising, passenger information 


For further information please contact: 

Actia (UK) Ltd, Unit 81 Mochdre Industrial Estate, Newtown, SY16 4LE 
Tel: (01686) 611150 Fax: (01686) 621068 

Email: mail@actia.co.uk Web: www.actia.co.uk 


hus anowoadects rroresst0nal a 


ey 7ECHNOLOGY 


take. As a consequence anything 
linked with the engine and so 
on has to meet particularly 
demanding protocols. 

Despite all the talk of standard 
communications protocols, the 
majority of peripheral functions 
don’t match the requirements 
of the major component 
manufacturers and seem unlikely 
to do so in the near future without 
considerable, costly, work. 

One concern for the operator is 
what might happen if the control 
unit experiences a sudden and 
total failure. It’s likely to leave 
the vehicle completely paralysed. 
Modern technology means that 
this is unlikely to occur however 
because the onboard diagnostic 
systems would give the driver 
enough warning to get the bus 
or coach off the road and into a 
workshop, says East Lancashire 
Coachbuilders. 

While opting for a_ single 
control system makes sense 
on the grounds of reduced cost 
and complexity it requires an 
extremely powerful processor says 
Alistair Aitken, UK sales manager 
at Almex. “Remember — that 
CCTVs need a large memory and 
you’ve external communication 
systems to contend with too,” he 
comments. 

Almex’s Optima ticket machine 
can be interfaced with automatic 
vehicle location systems and 
includes a wireless LAN option. 
“However we're not planning to 
develop it as a central server,” he 
says. 

Extra) memory can be 
acquired reasonably cheaply 
these days though, and while 
major component makers aren't 
prepared to brook any interference 
from what they view as peripheral 
items, information on what these 
items are up to can be recorded 
on their units. 

Now with the ability to log 
40 times more data than its 
predecessors, Voith’s DIWA.5 
transmission can retain 
information on everything from 
how long the bus has been 
standing still to the impact 
running the air-conditioning 


system is having on fuel 
consumption. That’s thanks to 
its E 300 electronic control unit. 
The information can be read via 
its ALADIN diagnostic software. 

If a single control unit isn’t 
a suitable way forward, then 
perhaps grouping certain 
functions in the way Optima does 
will be the route some operators 
will want to pursue. 

“Certainly it makes sense to 
have one onboard system that 
can collect all the information 
required by home base and relay 
it,” says Kay. “If you don’t you end 
up with too many antennae.” 


VA ®@ Plug-and-play e-bus concept from Wayfarer. 


Contacts 
Ifa single control unit isn't a ACIS 01628 524900 www.acis.uk.com 
suitable way forward, then perhaps efcoleryintemmmm §=ACTIA 01686 611150 www.actia.co.uk 
nf ° . h Opti d | ALMEX 01285 651441 www.metricgroup.co.uk (Almex) 
certain functions in the way Optima does ELCB 01254 504150 www.elcb.co.uk 


will be the route some operators will want to INTELLITEC 01142 823326 www.intellitecmv.com 


pursue. 


VOITH 020 8667 0333 www.volth.co.uk 
WAYFARER 01202 339339 www.wayfarer.co.uk 
WRIGHTBUS 02825 641212 www.wright-bus.com 
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Matic 


ALLISON 


2000 Series™ 


Allison. 


Matic” 


Automatic transmissions for the bus industry 


Even on heavily congested city routes 
with constant stopping and starting, the 
exceptionally smooth shifts of an Allison 
transmission can go completely unnoticed 
by the passengers. They can sit back and 
enjoy the trip. 


Drivers will enjoy easy, stress free operation and 
can give more attention to their passengers 


The electronically controlled output retarder in 

an Allison transmission allows smooth progressive 
stopping. And seamless transition between the 
retarder and service brakes ensure greater control 
at low speeds, helping passengers maintain their 
balance as they rise to get off the bus. 


The high quality of engineering of an Allison 
transmission gives you the reliability that you 
need and depend on. Countless bus operators 
choose Allison because they know that their 
buses will be running day in and day out 
without costly downtime. 


You wouldn't expect anything less from the 


worlds’ largest manufacturer of automatic 
bus transmissions. 


f Allison 


Transmission 


ALLISON TRANSMISSION EUROPE B.V. BAANHOEK 188 3361 GN SLIEDRECHT THE NETHERLANDS TEL: +31 (0) 786 422100 FAX: +31 (0) 786 152587 


ALLISON TRANSMISSION MILLBROOK PROVING GROUND MILLBROOK BEDFORD MK45 2JQ TEL: +44 (0) 1525 408600 FAX: +44 (0) 1525 408610 


Quick shifting 


Automated manual transmissions for smaller and new units for 


applications are amongst the developments in the trans 


very producer of base 
vehicles for minibus 


conversion seems to be 
introducing an optional automated 
manual transmission. 

For some time Ford and 
Mercedes-Benz have been 
offering one on, respectively, 
Transit and Sprinter. Transit’s is 
called Durashift, while Sprinter’s 
is called Sprintshift. 

Last year saw_ lveco/lrisbus 
launch one on the Daily under 


the Agile banner. 2004 also 
witnessed the unveiling of 
Renault's  Quickshift6 = and 


Vauxhall’s Tecshift. 

The former is on offer on Trafic 
and Master, the latter on Vivaro 
and Movano. Both Quickshift6é 
and Tecshift share the same 
design, one consequence of 
a long standing joint venture 
between Renault and General 
Motors, Vauxhall’s parent. 

All these boxes offer the driver 
the choice of using them as 


either an automatic or a manual. 
There’s no clutch pedal, because 
one isn’t required. Manual or 
automatic, you can go up and 
down the box without constantly 
exercising your left leg. 

So why would you want one of 
these boxes on, say, a 17-seater 
minibus? 

Supporters of automated 
manual transmissions argue that 
they make stop/start urban driving 
less of a chore and result in 
extended clutch life. Renault and 
Vauxhall go further, and say that 
specifying their system will also 
lead to lower fuel consumption. 

“It will fall by from 8 to 10 
per cent depending on the model 
concerned,” says a_ Renault 
spokesman. 

“We would expect real-world 
savings provided by Durashift 
to be in the region of 5 to 10 
per cent, including improved 
clutch life as well as reduced 
fuel consumption,” says Ford 


All these gearboxes offer the 
driver the choice of using them as either an 


automatic or a manual. 
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of Britain commercial vehicle 
marketing manager, Jon Fisher. 

The drawback for many 
operators is the front-end price. 
Quickshift6 for instance will add 
an extra £800 to your invoice, 
while Ford’s Durashift will bump 
the total up by £1,000. 

Some prospective purchasers 
may also fear that specifying 
what remains a novel option will 
harm residual values. Nor are 
they necessarily convinced by 
promises of extended clutch life. 
Clutches are so durable these 
days that premature failure is 
rarely an issue. 

As a _ consequence _ sales 
volumes are modest. “We only 
sell a few hundred Durashifts a 
year,” says Fisher. 


Euro 4 and hy 
missions market. Steve Banner reports. 


brid 


® Continued on page 30. 


Yet the ability to switch to 
automatic mode is likely to give 
passengers a smoother ride than 
even the most skilled minibus 
driver is able to offer with a 


manual box; and those fuel 
savings, if verifiable, are worth 
having. 


It was with these thoughts 
in mind that Bus and Coach 
Professional got to grips with 
a Master equipped with a 
Quickshift6 transmission. 

Gearchanges and engagement 
and disengagement of the clutch 
are automated by means of 
a computer plus transducers. 
Engine speed and torque output 


are controlled by a _ second 
computer to ensure smooth 
changes. 


®@ Renault Quickshift6 transmission. 


ZF SERVICE SOLUTIONS 


ZF supports its extensive line of transmissions, 
axles, and other driveline components with a 
comprehensive range of services that can be 
tailored to individual customer needs. These 
services are delivered by a network of ZF 
DriveCentres that provide local support for ZF 
products throughout the UK and Ireland. 


© Field Service / Preventive Maintenance 
® On-Site Diagnostics 

© Repairs to ZF Standard 

© Genuine ZF Parts 


© ZF Service Exchange Units 


© Technical Hotline 


ALLISON ZF VOITH 


Free national delivery and collection 
Service Exchange 
Cost of Repair 

Remove and Refit 


Field Service Diagnostics 


Axles and Differentials Exchange or Repair 


National Coverage 


In an uncertain world it’s good to know there is someone you can trust 
g 
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The Torqmatic automatic gearbox is 


proving a popular choice among operators 
opting for Optare Tempos and Alexander 


Dennis Enviro 300s. 


Dennis Priddy, Allison. 


Derived from Renault's 
six-speed manual box, it’s a 
remarkably easy system to use. 
All you need to do to switch from 
automatic to manual mode, and 
back again, is tap the dashboard- 
mounted joystick. 

When you're in manual you pull 
the stick towards you to go down 
the box, and push it away to go 
back up again. Nor do you have 
to lift your foot off the accelerator 
pedal while doing so. 

To slip into reverse you move 
the stick to the right then back 
towards you while planting your 
foot firmly on the brake pedal. 

If you’re not sure which mode 
or gear you're in, all you need to 
do is glance at the dashboard 
display. 

You can select either ‘load’ 
or ‘snow’ settings by flicking a 
dashboard switch. 

‘Load’ alters the gear change 
threshold points and reduces 
clutch slip, and is intended for 
use when the vehicle is heavily 
laden with a full complement of 
passengers and a mountain of 
luggage. ‘Snow’ limits wheelspin 
when you're moving away from 
rest and can only be selected 
when you’re in automatic mode. 

The transmission ‘creeps’, 
which is an aid to hill starts. A 
kickdown function familiar to 
users of conventional automatic 
boxes allows you to accelerate 
rapidly when overtaking. 

While  Quickshift6’s = gear 
changes are smooth and quiet 
no matter whether you select 
automatic or manual, in both 
modes low speed manoeuvring 
can be nervous and _ jerky. 
Furthermore, many drivers may 
feel happier resorting to the 
manual option when descending 
steep hills. 

How about diesel usage? 

Powered by a 115bhp 2.5- 
litre four-cylinder 16-valve 
common rail diesel, the medium- 
wheelbase medium-roof vehicle 
sampled returned approximately 
34mpg. That’s 2mpg to 3mpg 
better than one might expect to 
achieve with a Master fitted with 
a six-speed manual gearbox. 


@ Fully automatic gearbox is 
also available for Mercedes 
Sprinter minibuses. 


As for extra servicing, all 
the Quickshift6 box requires is 
a lubricant level check when 
Master comes into the workshop 
for routine servicing. 

So why opt for an automated 
manual box rather than the more 
familiar torque converter epicyclic 
automatic box? Because it’s 
cheaper and easier to repair. 

From the  manufacturer’s 
viewpoint it’s as easy to fit to the 
vehicle on the production line as 
a manual box. 

Transmission manufacturers 
have had to develop strategies 
to cope with Euro 4, and ZF has 
just unveiled Ecomat 2 Plus. 
It’s a modified Ecomat designed 
to cope with the hotter coolant 
temperatures associated with 
Euro 4 engines and the impact 
they have on gearbox operating 
temperatures. 

Ecomat 2 Plus also features an 
EST 146/147 electronic control 
unit that provides adaptive shift 
control and records operating 
statistics. Technicians — can 
download data on everything 
from the amount of time spent in 
each gear to the driver’s use of 
the retarder. 

This allows the  vehicle’s 
operating profile to be compared 
with SORT cycles, the latest 
European operating cycle 
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comparison figures. Poor driving 
techniques can be identified as 
a consequence and addressed 
through training. 

Perhaps surprisingly, chassis 
manufacturers can install Ecomat 
2 Plus in buses that don’t feature 
CAN-based communications 
systems. “That means the 
benefits of the transmission can 
be achieved in vehicles, typically 
in developing countries, that do 
not have the latest standards of 
electronic architecture,” says a 
ZF spokesman. 

One wonders whether those 
developing countries will make 
full use of ZF Ecofluid A Plus, 
the newly-introduced synthetic 
automatic transmission fluid that’s 
recommended for use in Ecomat 
2 Plus. It forms part of a new 
range of ZF lubricants developed 
with improved performance and 
longer drain intervals in mind. 

Moving up the weight scale, 
some of the first Voith compact 
DV500 automatic transmissions 
to go into service in the UK have 
been installed in five Alexander 
Dennis Darts acquired by Epsom 
Buses. 

“We've got a number of other 
firms trying DV500, and in 
one case a bus fitted with it is 
achieving 4 to 5 per cent better 
fuel consumption than one 


B® Volvo I-shift transmission for 
coaches. 


equipped with a competitor’s 
package,” says Voith UK sales 
and marketing manager John 


Domigan. “We believe some 
operators will see improvements 
in brake pad life too.” 

Just over 500mm long and 
with a compact heat exchanger 
that forms part of the casing — 
there are no external hoses — the 
three-speed transmission and its 
integral retarder will cope with up 
to 1,200Nm of torque. 

“The complete package only 
weighs 300kg and doesn’t require 
a fully-synthetic lubricant,” says 
Domigan. “A semi-synthetic is 
fine.” 

Stagecoach is trying DV500 on 
a branded route in Portsmouth 
while London General and Blue 
Triangle are sampling it too. “The 
diagnostic system is the same as 
the one fitted to DIWA.5,” says 
Domigan. 

The = company’s DIWA.5 
transmission has yet to make 
its British debut however. “It 
will appear initially in Alexander 
Dennis chassis in time for the 
introduction of Euro 4,” says 
Domigan. “We're just completing 
trials with Volvo too. 

“It will be suitable for both SCR 
— Selective Catalytic Reduction 
— and EGR - Exhaust Gas 
Recirculation — applications.” 

Continued on page 31. 


Turning to Allison, its Torqmatic 
automatic gearbox is proving a 
popular choice among operators 
opting for Optare Tempos and 
Alexander Dennis Enviro 300s 
says Dennis Priddy, area manager, 
European bus. In his view it’s the 
quality of the gearchange that’s 
the key influencing factor. 

“We employ closed loop 
adaptive control to govern the 
trimming of the shift valves and 
they’re instantaneously adjusted 
to take into account operating 
conditions,” he explains. “Our 
aim is to get it right first time 
rather than have two or three 


goes at it. 
“What’s more, we use a 
powerful output retarder that 


gives constant retardation in 
relation to the vehicle’s speed and 
you get a smooth transition from 
the retarder to the foundation 
brakes,” he stresses. “You don’t 
get any jolting.” 

Most urban buses in Europe 
and North America use automatic 
gearboxes. On the other side of 
the Atlantic, the Chicago Transit 
Authority is putting 1,050 4Oft- 
long low-floor buses equipped 
with ZF’s six-speed Ecomat 
transmission into service over 
the next five years. All the buses 
will be built by New Flyer, and it 


will be supplying an additional 
20 fitted with a hybrid-electric 
propulsion system. 

The vehicles will be deployed 
on routes with an average of 
nine stops per kilometre and 
an average speed of 16.8mph. 
ZF contends that the six-speed 
Ecomat is especially well suited 
to this type of work, stating 
that in other major cities buses 
equipped with it have achieved 
fuel savings of from six to ten per 
cent when compared with similar 
vehicles fitted with five-speed 
transmissions. 

Further south, three public 
transport companies in Santiago, 
the capital of Chile, are between 
them taking delivery of 1,667 
Volvo buses equipped with six- 
speed Ecomats and ZF Servocom 
steering systems. 

Closer to home, ZF has just 
introduced a compact version 
of its two-pedal AS Tronic box 
in MAN’s new 7.5-tonne truck, 
and UK marketing manager, 
Geoff Buck, sees no reason why 
it shouldn’t be made available in 
28/30 seat buses and coaches. 
Using a conventional dry plate 
clutch, it doesn’t have a torque 
converter. 

Larger versions are already 
available that can handle power 


outputs of from 500bhp to 
600bhp along with a much 
higher torque output than Ecomat 
is capable of dealing with. 

Britain is blessed with a 
large number of bus and coach 
transmission repair specialists, 
including JPAT, H L Smith, Blue 
Stripe, Hindle, and Queensbridge 
PSV. 

Among the challenges many 
of them face are recruiting 
and retaining the technicians 
they need, obtaining the 
necessary technical data from 
manufacturers, and investing 


Contacts 


ALLISON 01525 408600 


BLUE STRIPE 01384 893083 


FORD 08457 111888 
HL SMITH 01902 373011 


in the sophisticated workshop 
equipment that’s increasingly 
needed. 

They also have to cope with 
increased integration of chassis 
components, with engine, 
transmission, retarder and 
service brakes all communicating 
with one another and working in 
harmony. This means that the 
gearbox no longer operates in 
isolation and that the troubles 
affecting it could be down to a 
fault elsewhere on the vehicle; 
a situation some repairers 4 
may find difficult to resolve. 


IVECO/IRISBUS 01923 259660 


JPAT 01934 852772 


MERCEDES 01908 245000 


QUEENSBRIDGE 01924 281871 


RENAULT 01923 895000 
VAUXHALL 01582 721122 
VOITH 020 8667 3021 

ZF 0115 986 9211 


Driving COMfOTt _Wiitf massa 
intelligently combined with economy 


cannot get past DIWA from Voith Turbo 


Voith Turbo is one of the world leaders in drive technology. World- 
wide, our transmissions, retarders, dampers and startup components 
ensure economical solutions in buses and commercial vehicles. 
Senior engineers at Voith Turbo work with passion and enthusiasm 
to find ever better and more efficient systems. The continuing 


Road 


Voith Turbo Ltd, 6 Beddington Farm Road, Croydon, Surry, CRO 4XB 
Tel. +44 20 8667 0333, Fax +44 29 8667 0403, www.uk@voith.com 


realisation of their ideas has resulted in innovative products that 
others find hard to match. Many of them have set world standards, 
such as our retarders and our DIWA transmissions for buses. Bult: if 
there is anything that inspires us even more than our products, it 
is the success of our customers. Your success! www.voithturbo.com 
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Engineered reliability. 


FOLLOWING the delivery of two Volvo B12B Sunsundeguis in March, 
W&H Motors of Crawley has just taken a third. “Passenger comfort was 
a major factor in our initial purchasing decision. We’ve been more than 
happy with both the air-conditioning and overall standard of comfort on 
board,” says managing director George Heron. 


apd 


“Coast Rider 


AN OPTARE Solo SlimLine is covering a rural route between Prestatyn 
and St Asaph, serving two hospitals on the way. Operated by M&H 
Coaches, owner Margaret Owen says: “Many passengers are going to 
the hospitals and some have mobility problems. The Solo is ideal as it 
can take a wheelchair and has a low entry step.” 


® 16m PAINT BOOTH 


VIP TRAD 


—————S 


® 20,000ft? WORKSHOP 
@ CHASSIS & AXLE STRAIGHTENING 
@® COMPUTERISED WHEEL ALIGNMENT 


Service on demand 
for Kirkham Link 


A NEW demand-responsive minibus service, the 
Kirkham Link, is now operating in the Fylde area 
of Lancashire. The service is operated by charity 
Rideability Blackpool, and is funded by the Countryside 
Agency and Lancashire county council. 

The vehicle is a new Plaxton Pronto on a Mercedes- 
Benz Sprinter chassis with Sprintshift automated 
transmission. The Pronto was specified with 14 seats 
mounted on tracking with a quick-release mechanism. 
Wheelchair passengers board using a lift at the rear of 
the bus. 

Lancashire county council's head of bus service 
procurement, Tony Moreton says: “Our aim with this 
kind of service is to fill gaps in public transport provision 
which meant in the past that people were either 
stranded or had to rely on cars to get out and about.” 
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KMP of Llanberis is now running four Volvo B7RLEs with Wrightbus 
Eclipse Urban bodies, between Llanberis, Caernarfon and Llandudno. 
The KMP B7RLE features a Volvo D7C engine rated at 275bhp, coupled 
to a ZF 5HP552 gearbox. It can accommodate 44 passengers seated 
and up to 36 standing, plus one wheelchair. 


ARRIVA Bus & Coach has delivered a second VDL SB120 with 
Wrightbus Cadet body to Leasks of Lerwick, on the Shetland Isles. Being 
based in one of the most northerly outposts of the British Isles, Leasks 
places a high premium on reliability and opted for the SB120. The new 
bus has 39 seats and a maximum capacity of 60. 


PROVIDING POSITIVE SOLUTIONS TO CUTTING ACCIDENT REPAIR COSTS 


@ ONE STOP ACCIDENT REPAIR FACILITY 
® NATIONWIDE RECOVERY 


TEL: 020 8858 3781 
FAX: 020 8858 5663 
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TOTAL REPAIR SOLUTIONS 


The Irisus Start Daily Minibus has been designed to provide both the driver and the operator with a world-beating 
ger-carrying vehicle. Built to drive like a car, but with the strength of a truck, the lrisous Start heralds a new 


oassen 
oenchmark in 
passen 


passenger vehicle design and build, which others will find hard to follow. With the driver's and the 


gers’ comfort paramount in our design brief, it is no surprise then that using our wealth of knowledge we 


nave designed a fantastic low price vehicle. 


Special atten 


ion has been devoted to reducing the noise within the saloon. With independent front suspension, 


moroved engine and new body aerodynamics we have been able to reduce the noise level down to 68-cBCa) at 
50 mph, similar to that of a modern passenger car. 


Why not call us and find out more. 


HUMAN 
TRANSPORT. 


misbus 
IVECO 


Ayats Ltd, 3 Tweed Road, Clevedon, North Somerset BS2 
AYATS (GB) Tel 01275 349411 Fax 01275 349311 www.ayats.co.uk 


Platinum RV 10.2 6.0 MAN D0836 6.9 280 ZF S6-36 6M - 285/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum_ - 
Bravo RV » 12:0 6.0 MAN D2866 12.0 360 ZF 6HP600 ye 315/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 24t 
Bravo RV 12.0 6.0 MAN D2866 12.0 460 ZF 8S-180 8M - 315/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 24t 
Bravo Plus RV 1375 = MAN D2866 12.0 460 ZF 8S-180 8M - 315/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 26t 
Atlantis RV 20 6.15 MAN D2866 12.0 360 ZF 6HP600 BAY 2 - - 18t 
BMC (UK) BMC (UK) BMC House, Ibstock Road, Coventry CV6 6JR 
Tel 02476 363003 www.bmcukitd.com 
Probus coach RV 8.5 4.2 Cummins ISBe 5.9 220 ZF 6S-90 6M 190 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 12t 
Gearbox option - ZF automatic 
Schoolbus 11OOFE FV LO? 5.85 Cummins ISBe 3.9 150 Allison 2000 4A 190 265/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 12t 2:5 


BOVA Autobusfabriek BOVA BV, Postbus 5, 5550 AA Valkenswaard, Netherlands 
Tel 00 31 40 208 46 11 Fax 00 31 40 204 20 45 www.bova.ni 


Futura FHD10.340XE RV 10 4.89 DAF XE 12.6 340 ZF6S-1600HGS 6M 490 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 
Futura FHD12.340XE RV 12 6.09 DAF XE 12.6 340 ZF6S-1600HGS 6M _ 745 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 
Futura FHD12.380XE RV 12 6.09 DAF XE 12.6 380 ZF 6S-1600HGS 6M _ 745 295/80R 22.5 _ Disc/Drum 
Futura FHD13.340XE RV 12.7 6.8 DAF XE 12.6 340 ZF6S-1600HGS 6M _ 745 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 
Futura FHD13.380XE RV 12:7 6.8 DAF XE 12.6 380 2ZF6S-1600HGS 6M _ 745 295/80R 22.5  Disc/Drum 
Futura FHD14.430XE RV 13.58 6.09 DAF XE 12.6 430 ZF 8S-180 HGS 8M 745 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 
Futura FHD15.430XE_ RV TS 6.8 DAF XE 12.6 430 ZF 8S-180 HGS 8M 745 295/80R 22.5 _ Disc/Drum 
Magiq HD122.340.XERV 12.2 6.15 DAF XE 12.6 340 ZF6S-1600HGS 6M _ 774 295/80R 22.5  Disc/Disc 
Magiq HD122.380.XERV 122 6.15 DAF XE 12.6 380 ZF6S-1600HGS 6M _ 774 295/80R 22.5  Disc/Disc 
Coach distributors: Moseley (PCV), Moseley in the South, Moseley Distributors. 
DENNIS Dennis Chassis, Dennis Way, Guildford GU1 1AF 

Tel 01483 571271 Fax 01483 301697 www.alexander-dennis.com 
Mini Dart RV 8.8 3.9 Cummins |ISBe 3.9 135 Allison 2000 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 1 PS) 
Dart SLF RV 9.3 4.40 Cummins ISBe 3.9 135 Allison 2000 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 1 ZS 
Dart SLF RV OF 5.20 Cummins ISBe 3.9 135 Allison 2000 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 1 Ze 
Dart SLF RV (Oy 5.81 Cummins ISBe 3.9 150 Allison 2000 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum11.5t 13.0 
Super Dart RV 14 5.95 Cummins ISBe 5.9 185 Allison T280 4A 220 245/70R 19.5 Drum/Drum 13t Ai 
Super Dart gearbox options - Voith D851.3 
Enviro300 RV 12.0 6.17 Cummins ISBe 5:98) 220 SZ SHR502 5A 250 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 14.4t 15.3 
Enviro300 RV 12.5 6.69 Cummins ISBe 5.9 .-220 . ZF SHP502 5A 250 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 14.4t 15.3 
Enviro300 gearbox options - Allison T280, Voith D854.3, ZF 6HP502 
Trident RV 39 5.25 Cummins |SCe 8.3 225 Voith D854.3 4A 275 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc 8t 235 
Trident RV 105 5.80 Cummins ISCe 8.3 225 Voith D854.3 4A 275 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 12.5 
Trident RV 10.6 5.95 Cummins ISCe 8.3 225 Voith D854.3 4A 275 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 125 
Trident RV 11.4 6.63 Cummins ISCe 8.3225 Voith D854.3 4A 275 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 125; 
Trident engine option - 260bhp rating. Gearbox options - ZF 4HP 502, 5HP 502 
Javelin UV 100 5.00 Cummins ISCe 3:3 211. 25S6-85 6M - 275/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum - - 
Javelin UV 2.0 6.25 Cummins !SCe 83 ‘245 ZF:S6-85 6M 434 275/80R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t 1Si6 
R300 RV 2.0 6.20 Cummins ISCe 8.3 300 ZF6S-1600 6M 450 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 16.7 
R345 RV 12.0 6.20 Cummins ISMe 11.0 345 ZF6S-1600 6M 450 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 9.2 
R420 RV 2.0 6.20 Cummins ISMe 11.0 420 ZF ASTronic 10M 450 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t Zo 


Coach distributors: Salvador Caetano (UK), Plaxton Coach Sales 


Iveco House, Station Road, Watford WD17 1SR 
IRISBUS (UK) tei 01923 259660 Fax 01923 259623 www.irisbus.co.uk 


Agora Line 12.0 (ea Iveco Cursor 8 7.8 ZF 4HP502 4A 250 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc i 
DailyBus 50C 13 6.4 3.75 Iveco 8140.43S 2.8 ZF S6-300 6M 90 195/75R 16 Dise/Disey S/4t. * 23.1 
DailyBus 50C 13 FV Fiz 4.35 Iveco 8140.43S Zion. 25.5 sZF 56-300 6M 90 195/75R 16 DiscfMisc 54t. 23.1 
DailyBus 65C 15 FV Tee 4.35 Iveco 8140.43N 2.8 146 ZF S6-300 6M 90 225/75R 16 Disc/Disc 6.5t 22.5 
DailyBus 65C 15 FV 8.1 4.75  |lveco 8140.43N 2.8 146 ZF S6-300 6M 90 225/75R 16 Disc/Disc. ~6,5t-~ 22:5 
Daily Logo FV 8.5 5.04 Iveco 8140.43N 2.8 146° ZFS6-300 6M - 225/75R 16 Disc/Disc  7t 20.9 
Scolabus 24 FV 12.0 6.57 Iveco Tector F4A 5.9 240 Allison MD3060 6A 280 295/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum 15t 16.0 
EuroMidi FV 8.4 4.63 Iveco Tector F4A 5.9 210 Iveco 2855.6 6M 200 225/75R 17.5 Disc/Disc 10t 21.0 
MidiRider coach RV 9.8 4.32 Iveco Tector F4A 5:9... 264 “ZF S6-85 6M 200 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum - - 
EuroRider RV 12.0 6.15 Iveco Cursor 8 7:3 2852” ZF6S-1600 6M 467 295/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t 19.5 


Gearbox option - EuroRider ZF 5HP592 automatic 
Coach distributors: Plaxton Coach Sales, UK Coach & Bus 


KING LONG Ibstock Road, Coventry CV6 6JR 
Tel 02476 363004 
6127 RVs 12:0 6.0 Cummins |SMe 11,0 335, (ZF Ecomat:2 6A - 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc_ - . 


MAN Neoman Bus UK, Frankland Road, Blagrove, Swindon SN5 8YU 
Tel 01793 448356 Fax 01793 485260 www.neoman.co.uk 


Bus 

12.220 NL RV.) 2 10,7 5.2 MAN D0826 6.9 220 Voith D851.3 4A 150 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum 12t 18.3 
14,220 NL RVs 3 5.8 MAN D0826 6.9 220  Voith D851.3 4A 150 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum 14t 5s 
Gearbox option - ZF 4HP502 

18.220 NL RV 20 5.88 MAN D0826 6.9 220 Voith D851.3 3A 300 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum 18t yg 
Coach 

12.220 RV. e036 4.7 MAN D0826 6.9 220 ZF S6-36 6M 150 255/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum 12.8t 17.2 
14.280 BV <a - MAN D0836 6.9 280 ZF S6-1600 6M - 285/70R 19.5 Disc/Drum 14t 20.0 
18.310 RV 6582.0 - MAN D2866 12.0 310 ZF S6-85 6M ~ .235 295/80R\22.5, . Dise/Discias S:2t) 17.2 
18.360 RV S20 - MAN D2866 12.0 360 ZF S6-85 6M 235 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18.2t 20.0 
24.410 RV. 12.0 5.35 MAN D2866 12.0 410 ZF 8S-180 8M - 315/80R 22.5 Drum/Drum 24t Weil 


Coach distributors: BASE, Mentor Coach & Bus, Salvador Caetano (UK) 


EvoBus (UK) Ltd, Ashcroft Way, Crosspoint Business Park, Coventry CV2 2SR 
Tel 02476 626000 Fax 02476 626006 www.evobus.co.uk 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


Vario 0814D FV 6.94 4.25 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 136 ZF 58-42 5M 125° °205/75R 17-5 DisBise  * 7-5t 18.1 
Vario 0814D FV 749 4.80 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 136 ZF 5S-42 5M 125° 205/7oR 175 Disc/Disc 7.5t 18.1 
Engine option - 152 bhp rating in 0815D. Gearbox option - Allison AT542 automatic 

0C500 Touro RH 12.0 6.25 Mercedes OM457HLA 12.0 354 Mercedes G190 6M 400 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc  18t 1977 
Gearbox option - ZF 5HP602 automatic 

Citaro 0.530 RH 12.0 5.85 Mercedes OM9O6HLA 6.4 9231 ZF 5HP502 5A 300 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc  - - 
Citaro 0.530G RV 18.0 Mercedes OM9O6HLA 6.4 279 ZF SHP502 5A 300 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Disc  28t 9.9 
Gearbox option - Voith four-speed automatic 

Atego 12.23L FV 9.95 4.84 Mercedes OM906LA 6.4 230 Mercedes G85 6M 210 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 12t 19.2 
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NEOPLAN . t I Mentor Coach & Bus, Euroway Estate, Hellaby, Rotherham S66 8QL 
IMCEGPAL Tei 01709 700600 Fax 01709 700007 www.mentorpic.com 


Euroliner N313SHD RV 10.6 eZ Mercedes OM441LA11.9 290 ZF6S-1600 6M 425 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 16.1 

Euroliner N316SHD RV 2.0 opis: Mercedes OM441LA 11.9 340 ZF 6S-1600 6M 425 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 18.9 

Euroliner N316SHDL RV LSo7 6.35 MAN D2860 11.9 410 ZF ASTronic 12M 425 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 26t 15.8 

Starline N5S16SHD RV 12.0 5.55 Mercedes OM402LA 12.8 381 ZF 8S-180C 8M 425 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 25.5t 14.9 

Starliner N5S16SHDL RV 13.9 6.35 MAN D2860 11.9 410 ZF 8S-180C 8M 460 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 26t 15.8 

Engine option -460bhp rating. Gearbox option - ZF ASTronic 

Skyliner N122/3 dd RV 12.0 5.55 Mercedes OM402LA12.8 381 ZF 8S-180C 8M 620 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 25.5t 14.9 

Skyliner N122/3 dd RV 12.0 5.55 MAN D2866 11.9 400 ZF8S-180C SM 620 295/80R 22.5. Disc/Dist. 25.5t Tbs7 

Skyliner N122/3L dd RV leery 5.55 MAN D2876 11.9 460 ZF ASTronic 12M 620 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 26t Lad. 
. Optare Ltd, Manston Lane, Leeds LS15 8SU 

OPTARE integral 326113 2645182 Fax 0113 260 6635 www.optare.com 

Alero ALO1-4 FV Tie 4.8 Iveco 8140.43 28. 125°. Zr6S-390 6M 70/120 205/75R 17.5 Disc/Disc 6t 

Gearbox Option - ZF4HP22, four speed automatic 

Solo M780 RV 7.8 4.83 Mercedes OM904LA4.25 122 Allison 2000 5A 200) 2U5/75R 17.5 “DiseiDistes 10:5t 11.6 

Solo M850 RV 8.5 5.53 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 122 Allison 2000 5A 200 215/75R 17.5 Dise/Dise’ 10.5t 11,6 

Solo M920 RV 9.2 6.23 Mercedes OM904LA 4.25 122 Allison 2000 5A 200 215/75R 17.5 _ Disc/Disc (Osta ae ILS 

Solo M990 RV 9.9 6.93 Mercedes OMSO04LA4.25 122 Allison 2000 5A 200 215/75R 17.5 Dise/Dise 10.5t 11.6 

Engine option - Mercedes 147bhp; Cummins ISBe 185bhp 

Tempo X1060 RV 10.57 4.95 MercedesOM904LA6.4 241 ZFEHP500 6A 200 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.0t 14.2 

Tempo X1130 RV 11.28 5.66 MercedesOM904LA6.4 241 ZF6HP500 6A 200 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.0t 14.2 

Tempo X1200 RV 1.99 6.37 Mercedes OM904LA6.4 241 ZF6EHP500 6A 200 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.0t 14.2 

Tempo X1260 RV 12.60 6.99 MercedesOM904LA6.4 241 ZF6HP500 6A 200 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.0t 14.2 


Engine option - Mercedes 275bhp. Gearbox option: Allison T310R five speed automatic 


Sc ANIA Scania Bus and Coach UK Ltd, Claylands Avenue, Worksop S81 7DJ 
Tel 01909 500822 Fax 01909 500165 www.scania.com 


K941B 4x2 0) Scania DC 902 L ScaniaGR801RCS 7M 465 315/80R 22.5 Disc 9.5t 
(S-kool Coach only) 0) Scania DC 903 ; ZF 5HP592C N A 5 315/80R 22.5 Disc 19.5¢ 
K114EB/IB 4x2 .O y Scania DC 1104 ; Scania GR801R CS/0C 315/80R 22.5 Disc Ot 
K114EB 4x2 RV ce ; Scania DC 1104 , Scania GR801R CS/0C 315/80R 22.5 Disc 9.5t 
K114EB/IB 6x2 RV (6) Scania DC 1104 10. Scania GR801R CS/0C 315/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 25.0t 
Gearbox option - ZFSHP602 automatic on K114 

K114EB 6x2*4 5 8.15 Scania DC 1104 10. ZF 5HP602C HT 5A 610 315/80R 22.5 _ Disc 26.5t 
K124EB/IB 4x2 5.83 Scania DC 1202 12. Scania GR801R CS/0C 315/80R 22.5 Disc 195t 
K124EB 6x2 7.02 Scania DC 1202 12. Scania GR801R CS/0C 315/80R 22.5 _ Disc/Disc/Drum25.0t 
K124EB 6x2*4 7.24 Scania DC 1202 12: Scania GR801R CS/0C 315/80R 22.5 Disc 6.5 
K124EB 6x2*4 8.15 Scania DC 1202 2: Scania GR801R CS/0C 315/80R 22.5 Disc 

L94UB 4x2 6.0 Scania DC 901 9.0 ZF 5HP502C NBS 275/70R 22.5 Disc 

LOAUA 6x2/2 - Scania DC 902 9.0 ZF 5HP592C NBS 275/70R:22.5 Disc 

N94UB 4x2 5.3 Scania DC 901 9.0 ZF 5HP502C NBS 275/70R 22.5 Disc 

N94UD 4x2 5.8 Scania DC 902 9.0 ZF 5HP592C NBS 275/70R 22.5 _ Disc 

N94UD 4x2 6.0 Scania DC 902 9.0 ZF 5HP592C NBS 275/70R 22.5 Disc 

CN94UB 4x2 Omni City 6.0 Scania DC 901 9,0 ZF 5HP502C NBS ZiowOR 22.0 ‘Disc 

CN94UB 6x2/2 Omni City RV - Scania DC 902 9.0 260 ZF 5HP592C NBS 275/70R 22.5 Disc 


- EvoBus (UK) Ltd, Ashcroft Way, Crosspoint Business Park, Coventry CV2 2SR. 
SETRA integral 


Tel 02476 626000 Fax 02476 626006 www.evobus.co.uk 


$315 GT HD RY) E2E0 6.08 MercedesOM457LA 12.0 422 MercedesGO190 6M 535 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc_ - - 
$315 GT HD RV 12.0 6.08  MercedesOM457LA 12.0 422 ZF ASTronic 12M 535 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc - - 
$415 HD RV 12.0 6.08  MercedesOM457LA 12.0 422 MercedesGO190 6M 570 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc_ - - 
$415 HD RV 12.0 6.08  MercedesOM457LA 12.0 422 ZF ASTronic 12M 570 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc_ - - 


TOYOTA Toyota GB plc, Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey KT18 5UX 
Tel 01737 363633 Fax 01737 367730 


Optimo V FV 7.6 3.94 Toyota 15 BFTE 4.1. 135, ~ Toyota ZUSi(SR 7.5 Diso/Prumi ‘6.7t 21.4 
Coach distributors: A&D Coach Sales, Salvador Caetano UK, Holloway Commercials 


VAN HOOL Van Hool NV, Bernard Van Hoolstraat 58, B-2500 Lier, Belgium 
Tel 00 32 3 420 20 20 Fax 00 32 3 482 3360 www.vanhool.be 


1917 Astron RV. £3.80" _ 6.7 MAN D2866 12.0 460 ZF ASTronic 12M _ 735 315/80R 22.5 _Disc/Disc_- 


VDL BUS Arriva Bus & Coach, Lodge Garage, Whitehall Road West, Gomersal, Cleckheaton BD19 4BJ 
Tel 01274 681144 Fax 01274 651198 


DB250 RS RV 2989 5.05 DAF PE183C 9.2 218  Voith D851.3 3A 300 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.4t 12.5 
DB250 RS RV hors 5.45 DAF PE183C 9.2 218 Voith D851.3 3A 300 275/70R 22.5 Drum/Drum17.4t 12.5 
Engine option - 249bhp rating. Gearbox options - ZF 4HP500, 5HP500, Voith D854.3 
$B120 RV 94 4.3 Cummins !ISBe 3.9 135 Allison AT545 4A 250 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 11.5t 11.7 
$B120 RV 0.2 Bz Cummins ISBe 3.9 135 _ Allison AT545 4A 250 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 11.5t 11.7 
$B120 RV 10.8 5.8 Cummins ISBe 3.9 150 Allison AT545 4A 250 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 11.5t 13.0 
S$B200 RVG 2 °gS 6.0 Cummins ISBe 5.9 185 Voith D851.3 4A 250 265/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 14.4t 12.8 
SB4000PF RV 12.0 DAF PE228C O12 e310 ~ «ZF SHP592 5A 430 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 1 yi 
SB4000XF RV 12.0 DAF XE250C 12.6 340 ZF 5HP602 5A 430 295/80R 22.5  Disc/Disc 18.9 
$B4000+ 3 axle RV ; DAF XE250C 12:6). 350: ZF 5HP602 5A 195/80R 22.5 _Disc/Disc 14.6 
VOLVO Volvo Bus Ltd, Wedgnock Lane, Warwick CV34 5YA 

Tel 01926 401777 Fax 01926 407407 www.volvobuses.volvo.co.uk 
B7R Ry 912°0 6.30 Volvo D7C feo 275 «ZRiGHR550 6A 300 295/80R 22.5 __Disc/Disc 8t lls S 
Engine option - 290bhp rating. Gearbox option - Volvo EGS 
B7TL dd RV 9.8 52 Volvo D7C Vise 2D. 2E DHE DO2 5A = 270 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t 11.9 
B7TL dd Riven 0.3 5.7 Volvo D7C (eo 6215). ZF SHP502 5A 270 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t 11.9 
Engine option - 25O0bhp rating, Gearbox option - Voith D863.3 
BOTL 3-axle dd RV 12.0+ Volvo DOC 9 340 ZF 6HP592 6A - 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 23t 14.8 
B7L sd RV 12.0 6.0 Volvo D7C Fen 2l5 “ZF SHP502 5A. SS 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18t 11.9 
Engine option - 250bhp rating. 
B7LA RV 18.0 Volvo D7C LSar2io LE SHP592 5A 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 28t 9.8 
B7RLE RV E Z0 Volvo D7C Se eeho. 62 SHPDO2 5A 270 275/70R 22.5 Disc/Drum 18.9t 11.9 
Merit RV 10.8 5.8 Cummins ISBe 3.9 150 Allison AT545 4A 250 245/70R 19.5 Disc/Disc 11.5t 13.0 
B12M UH 12.0 6.20 Volvo DH12D 12.1 340 ZF6S-1600 6M 450 315/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 18.9 
B12B RH 12.0 Volvo DH12D 12.1 340 Volvo EGS-V/VR 8M _ 600 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 18t 18.9 
B12B 3 axle REls 1837 Volvo DH12D 12.1 340 Volvo EGS-V/VR 8M _ 600 295/80R 22.5 Disc/Disc 24t TAr2 
Engine options - 380 and 420bhp ratings. Gearbox options - ZF 5HP602 (B12M and B12B 340); Volvo I-Shift (B12M, B12B) 
Coach distributors: Salvador Caetano (UK), Moseley (PCV), Moseley in the South, Moseley Distributors, Plaxton Coach Sales, Volvo Coach Sales 
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ALEX ANDER Alexander Dennis, 91 Glasgow Road, Falkirk FK1 4JB 
Tel 01324 621672 Fax 01324 632469 www.alexander-dennis.com 


Pointer 2 Aluminium 8.8-11.4m — LF Midi Dennis Dart SLF 
ALX300 Aluminium 12m LF SD MAN 18.220 
ALX400 Aluminium 10.5m LF DD VDL DB250LF, Dennis Trident, Volvo B7TL 


BERKHOF VDL Berkhof Valkenswaard, PO Box 585, 5550 AN Valkenswaard, De Vest 55, 5555 XP Valkenswaard, 
The Netherlands Tel 00 31 40 208 2424 Fax 00 31 40 208 2425 www.vdlberkhof.com 
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Axial 70 Steel 12m 3.7m coach Volvo B12M, B12B 
Axial 100 Steel 12-13.5m 4m DD coach Scania K114, K124, Volvo B12B 


Coach Distributors: Volvo Coach Sales, Scania Bus and Coach UK 


UK Coach & Bus, Sandbeck Way, Hellaby, Rotherham S66 8QL 
Tel 01709 705570 Fax 01709 705569 www.uk-cb.com 


BEULAS 


Midi-Star Steel 9.8m 3.4m coach Iveco MidiRider 


Stergo E Steel 12m 3.56m coach Iveco EuroRider 
El Mundo Steel 12m 3.8m coach Iveco EuroRider 


i AETANO Salvador Caetano (UK) Ltd, Mill Lane, Heather, Leicestershire LE67 2QE 
Tel 01530 263333 Fax 01530 263379 www.caetano.co.uk 


Optimo V Steel 7.5m Midicoach Toyota 
Enigma Steel 9.8m 3.2m coach MAN 14.280 
Enigma Steel 12m 3.5m coach Dennis R410, Volvo B12B, MAN 18.310 


EAST LANCS East Lancashire Coachbuilders Ltd, Lower Phillips Road, Whitebirk Industrial Estate, 


Blackburn BB1 5UD, Tel 01254 504150 Fax 01254 504181 www.elcb.co.uk 


Myllennium Alusuisse 8.8-12m LF SD Dennis Dart, MAN 14.220, Scania N94 
Lolyne Alusuisse 10.0-10.5m LF DD Dennis Trident 

Vyking Alusuisse 10.0-12m LF DD Volvo B7TL, BOTL 

Myllennium LowLander Alusuisse 10.3-12m LF DD VDL Bus DB250 

OmniDekka Alusuisse 10.6-12m LF DD Scania N94 


Derrybeg Industrial Estate, Gweedore, Co Donegal, Ireland 
EURO COACHBUILDERS Tel 00 353 75 31528 Fax 00 353 75 31930 www.eurocoachbuilders.ie 


LX Steel 8.3m Midicoach Mercedes Vario 
V29/Pantera Steel 8.3m Midicoach Mercedes Vario 
Clady Steel 10.3m Coach Mercedes Atego 1223L 
School Bus Steel 10.3m SD Mercedes Atego 1223L 
E Lancs Myllennium Aluminium 8.8m LFSD TransBus Dart 


Coach Distributor: Taylors PCV Sales 


INDCAR UK Coach & Bus, Sandbeck Way, Hellaby, Rotherham S66 8QL 
Tel 01709 705570 Fax 01709 705569 www.uk-cb.com 


Maxim 2 Steel 8.4m Midicoach Iveco EuroMidi 


IRIZAR Scania Bus and Coach UK Ltd, Claylands Avenue, Worksop $81 7DJ 
Tel 01909 500822 Fax 01909 500165 


Intercentury Steel 12m 3.2m coach Scania K114 
Century Style Steel 12m 3.5m coach Scania K114 
Century Club Steel 12m 3.5m coach Scania K124 
Century Topline Steel 12m 3.5m coach Scania K124 
PB Steel 12.2m 3.5m coach Scania K124 
S-Kool Steel 12m 3.2m school coach Scania K94 


Volvo Coach Sales, Brisco Avenue, Loughborough LE11 5HP 
JONCKHEERE Tel 01509 217777 Fax 01509 260978 www.jonckheere.be 


Mistral 30 Steel 12m 3.2m coach Volvo B7R 
Mistral 50 Steel 12m 3.5m coach Volvo B12M, B12B 
Mistral 70 Steel 13.7m 3.7m coach Volvo B12B 


Bopy types: DD pouBLE-DECK; SD CONVENTIONAL SINGLE-DECK, LF LOW-FLOOR 
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BODIES 


BASE, Sandy Way, Holmeswood, Ormskirk, Lancashire L40 1UB 
MARCOPOLO Tel 01254 685599 www.basecoachsales.co.uk 


Viaggio 330 Steel 9.9m 3.3m coach MAN 12.220 

Viaggio 330 Steel 12m 3.5m coach MAN 18.310, VDL Bus SB4000 

Viaggio 350 Steel 12m 3.5m coach MAN 18.310, 18.360, VDL Bus SB4000 
Viaggio 370 Steel 12m 3.7m coach MAN 24.410 


mcv MCV Bus and Coach, Stirling Place, Elean Business Park, Sutton, Ely CB6 2QE 
Tel 01353 773000 Fax 01353 773001 


Evolution S'less steel 9.8-10.2m LFSD MAN 12.220 
Evolution S'less steel 11.2m LF SD MAN 14.220 


NOGE Mentor Coach & Bus, Euroway Estate, Hellaby, Rotherham S66 8QL 
Tel 01709 700600 Fax 01709 700007 www.mentorpic.com 


Catalan 320 Steel 10m 3.2m midi-coach MAN 13.220 
Catalan 350 Steel 12m 3.5m coach MAN 18.310, 18.350 
Catalan 370 Steel 12m 3.7m coach MAN 24.410 


OPTARE Optare Ltd, Manston Lane, Leeds LS15 8SU 
Tel 0113 264 5182 Fax 0113 260 6635 wwwoptare.com 


Bonito Steel 6.7m Minicoach Ford Transit FT 350EL 
Soroco Steel 6.5m Minicoach Mercedes Benz Sprinter 
Soroco Plus Steel 7.7m MidiCoach Mercedes Benz Sprinter 
Nouvelle Steel 8.4m MidiCoach Mercedes Benz Vario 

Solera Corta Steel 8.3m Coach Mercedes Benz Atego 12.23L 
Solera SR Steel 9.95m Coach Mercedes Benz Atego 12.23L 
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Coach distributors: AWCS, Bob Vale, Holloway Commercials, Yorks. 


PLAXTON Plaxton, Eastfield, Scarborough YO11 3BY 


Tel: 01723 581500 Fax: 01723 581328 www.plaxtonlimited.co.uk 


Pronto S'less Steel 6.6m Minibus Mercedes Benz Sprinter 

Beaver 2 Steel 7.8-8.5m Midi Mercedes Vario 

Cheetah Steel 8.5m Midicoach Mercedes Vario 

Profile Steel 10-12m 3.2m coach Dennis Javelin, Volvo B7R 

Paragon S'less Steel 12-12.8m 3.5m coach Volvo B12M, B12B, Dennis R, lveco Eurorider 
Panther S'less Steel 12m 3.5m coach Volvo B12M, B12B, Dennis R, Iveco Eurorider 


Coach distributors: Plaxton Coach Sales, Volvo Coach Sales 


sc CO ACHBUILDERS SC Coachbuilders, Hambledon Road, Waterlooville, Hampshire PO7 7UA 


Tel: 01705 258211 Fax 01705 255611 www.caetano.co.uk 


Nimbus Aluminium 8.8-11.4m — LF Midi Dennis Dart 


Moseley (PCV) Ltd, Elmsall Way, Dale Lane, South Elmsall, Pontefract, West Yorkshire WF9 2XS 
Tel 01977 609000 Fax 01977 609900 www.moseleycoachsales.co.uk 


SITCAR 


Beluga Steel 8.3-8.5m Midicoach Mercedes Vario 


Volvo Coach Sales, Brisco Avenue, Loughborough LE11 5HP 


SUNSUNDEGUI Tel 01509 217777 Fax 01509 260978 www.volvobuses.volvo.co.uk 
Sideral Steel 12m 3.2m coach Volvo B7R 
Sideral Steel 12m 3.5m coach Volvo B12M, B12B 


VAN HOOL Van Hool NV, Bernard Van Hoolstraat 58, B-2500 Lier, Belgium 


Tel 00 32 3 420 20 20 Fax 00 32 3 482 33 60 www.vanhool.be 


Alizee Steel 12m 3.47m coach VDL Bus SB4000, Scania K114/K124, 
Volvo B12M, B12B 
Coach distributors: Arriva Bus & Coach, Moseley, Scania Bus & Coach 


WRIGHTBUS Wrightbus Ltd, Galgorm Industrial Estate, Fenaghy Road, Ballymena BT42 1PY 
Tel 02825 641212 Fax 02825 649703 www.wright-bus.com 


Cadet Aluminique 9.4-10.8 LF Midi VDL Bus SB120 
Commander = 11.8m LESD VDL Bus SB200 
Solar 32 12m LF SD Scania L94UB 
Solar Fusion BE 18m LF artic Scania L94UA 
Eclipse Metro ea 12m LF SD Volvo B7L 
Eclipse Urban 12m LF SD Volvo B7RLE 
Eclipse Commuter 12m SD Volvo B7RLE 
Eclipse Fusion 18m LF artic Volvo B7LA 
Eclipse Gemini 10.1-10.6m LF DD Volvo B7TL 
Pulsar Gemini 10.3m LF DD VDL Bus DB250 
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To advertise in Vehicle Trader call on 


Under the End of Life Vehicles Regulations 2003 now in force, it is illegal 
to dispose of your Mercedes Benz by any other means than through a 
licenced dismantler operating an Authorised Treatment Facility. 


The Environment Agency has now joined forces with the DVLA to 
keep track of all redundant vehicles to be scrapped. 


MAKE SURE YOU 


USE A LICENCED 
OPERATOR 


ELV Licence No: EAW ML10308 


HUT EEE 
Erith Commercials 
End of Life Vehicle 


Treatment Facility 
MITTIN EET 
Waste Carriers Licence No: GTL 362 744 


HATE 


TT 


RING THE PROFESSIONALS ON 


Tel: 01322 290 921 


Fax: 01322 290 049 


email: m-benz@erithcommercials.co.uk 
website: www.erithcommercials.com 


LDV Convoy 90 PS H, rea ° £15,750 
LDV Convoy 75 PS H/R.. 2 ; ie ? £15,250 
LDV Convoy 75 PS Scho = ian oR £17,350 
Pre Register miles only on request. 
PRE REG Ford Transit 17 Seat 115ps White AC Tacho £19,245 
PRE REG Ford Transit 17 Seat 137ps White AC Tacho £19,945 


FORD 

04 (04) Ford Transit 17 seat minibus, 125PS, 18,250miles, COIF/PSV £17,495 
04 (04) Ford Transit 17 seat minibus, 90PS, 15,000miles, COIF/PSV...... £17,100 
03 (53) Ford Transit 17 seat minibus, 90PS, 18000miles, COIF/PSV en pocie £16,250 
03 (03) Ford Transit 17 seat minibus, 90PS, 23000miles, COIF/PSV £15,150 
02 (52) Ford Transit 17 seat minibus, 90PS, 30000miles, COIF/PSV............ sit £14,500 
02 (02) Ford Transit 16 seat M/H/R LWB. Twin s/l Doors ChOICE...........000.ese000 £9,500 


04 (54) LDV Convoy 8 seat Executive minibus, Air Con, Leather seats. Delivery Miles ... £12,995 
04 (04) LDV Convoy 17 seat minibus, 90PS, 13000miles, COIF/PSV......... , etic scaiitsanase agora 
03 (53) LDV Convoy 17 seat minibus, 90PS, 17771 miles, COIF/PSV .........ccsssssecsesesssesceeesessssseeeeee £1 AGS 
03 (03) LDV Convoy 17 seat minibus, 90PS, 24000miles, Tow Bar 

Tachograph, easiclean vinyl floor. In Red ache Fob gasbites £10,950 
P (96) Iveco 25 seat coach COIF/PSV, wheelchair acc, hee : £7,950 


02 (02) LDV Convoy Hi Roof Wheelchair Accessible Minibus. 2.4 Duratorque D, 8 seats or 6 passengers + 2 
wheelchairs. Underfloor chair lift, electric side load doorstep 29,591 miles ..........20000. £13,750 
02 (02) LDV Convoy Hi Roof 17 seat Wheelchair Accessible Minibus. 75PS 13 seats - 1 ‘large chair or 
13 seats + 2 small wheelchairs. Ratcliff Underfloor chair lift. 44,000 miles 


The above vehicle are subject to VAT. Finance and extended RAC warranties are available. 


All used vehicles come with 12 months MOT/PSV 
All LDV stock direct from factory. 


1999 VOLVO BIOMT 
ZF AUTO VAN HOOL 
ALIZEE T9 P.P. 


49 seats, recliners, air con, fridge, boiler, 
video, PA & radio, aircraft locker racks, 
centre sunken toilet, owned & 
maintained by us since new, tour work 
only. Approx 420,000 kilometres 


2 of @ £99,000 each plus VAT | 


A.C TCHISON COACHES (Overtown) LTD. 
a 


01698 372132 


H.W. PICKRELL 


MINIBUS AND WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES si 
KY Gardners Lane North - Crays Hill - Billericay - Essex - CM11 2XE ar 


Retail Motor 
Industry 


Email: sales@hwpickrell.co.uk - www.hwpickrell.co.uk | Feerton | 
Finance available on all vehicles (subject to status) Written details on request 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE MINI BUSES 
(@___NEW UN REGISTERED MERCEDES 413CDI 


turbo diesel, luxury conversion, 
16 seats, extended rear coach end, 
front entry slam door, high roof, 
bonded windows 
DVD, M2 high back 
= seats, Eberspacher 
heater & air con 
High spec, too 
many extras to list. 


ring, LWB, side 
Unwir 


51 REG PEUGEOT EXPERT 1.9TD 
“i eae ara 
Payer ~\ Ns 


iv 


53 REG FIAT ULYSSE ELEGANZA 51 REG LDV CONVOY 400 HIGH ROOF 
PEOPLE CARRIER 2.0 16V 


To advertise in Vehicle Trader call 


nextBUS RENTAL 


MERCEDES 709 - 814 BUS RENTAL 


nextBUS Ltd -Chippenham, Wilts 
Tel: (01249) 462462 www.next-bus.co.uk 


1989 Leyland Swift 


31 seats, belted, toilet, 
private plate, 11 months 
MoT 


£4,595 + VAT 
Tel: 01480 434400 
daytime 
07721 732299 
28-10 Clasaio 


8 seater disable minibus, 48,000kms, 
unwin tracking, removable seats, 
3 point seat belts, 
underslung tail-lift, new tyres, 1 owner, 
1 year MOT, Very good condition 


£10,995 + VAT 


All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 
Mob: 07766 670 411 
07831 312879 


COACHES 


1996 IVECO BEULAS 


49 seats, full sp 


1990 Mercedes 609 
25 seater Coach, MOT 12/08/05 


1990 DAF SB2300 Van Hool 
51 seats, MOT 03/08/05 


For full specifications please visit 
www.closeassetfinance.co.uk 


Contact 


ANN SOAR 01283 742585 


16 - 33 SEAT 
3 POINT/LAP BELT OPTIONS 
DIPTAC SPEC OPTION 
NO MINIMUM RENTAL PERIOD 


. 


For Sale due to retirement 


Setra 250 Special 1997 

48 Ambientie seats /leather headrests. 

Air conditioning, 2 monitors, hot drinks. 

Centre toilet, fridge, full draw curtains. 

MoT 01/06. Metallic silver. VGC 
£69,500 


Setra 215 HD 1994 

49 seats, some spec as obove. Fully 

carpeted, MoT 02/06. Metallic silver 
£36,500 


Tel: 01708 555567 (Essex) 


SETRA S4I5HD 2003 


49 ambient seats, twin courier, 
centre sunken toilet, power 
operated continental door, 

2 x drop down monitors, 

water boiler, fridge, air con, sat nay, 


manual gearbox, exterior metallic dark red, unlettered. 140.000km. 


£185,000 +vaT 


Break Away Coach Holidays 
tel:07785 563385 


AVAILABLE 


ec 12 Months MOT 


Re 
<a 


2000 X Reg LDV 


On board tail lift, cedar 
yellow, 2 seats in rear. 
Tax & MoT'd. 
Very good condition. 
New tyres, new clutch 


£5,750 ono No VAT 


Phone: 07869 148 528 
07915 651026 


Parkway Farm 
Church Road 
Cranford Middlesex 
TW5 9RY 


CZ 


99 *‘V CHEVY 3500 TWIN WHEEL 
BOXED AMBULANCES 
Automatic, right hand drive, PAS, drivers 
airbag, side steps, fully lighted/beacons, 
sirens, side loading door, rear doubledoors, 
stretcher, plenty of storage compartments, 
fully equipped, ready to go to work, choice 
of six, too many extras to list. Please 
phone for exact specification, first to see 
will buy, MoT’d £8,995 + VAT 


All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
Tel: 0208 759 3969 0208 990 9099 
Mobile: 07831 312880 


Hookways Pleasureways 
Due to fleet upgrade have for sale: 
1989 DAF SB3000 LAG Panoramic 
49 Exec. Mint condition £9,500 
1986 Leyland Tiger Duple 340 
57 seater. Good condition £3,250 
1983 DAF MB230 Plaxton 3200 
with wheelchair access, 30+5/35 + 3 

£5.500 
1983 Leyland Tiger Duple Caribbean | 
53 Exec Good condition £1,950 
1985 Leyland Tiger Duple Lazer II 
hey £1,400 
1979 Volvo B58 Plaxton Supreme IV 
53 Ex Glenton £2,200 
1982 Volvo B10M Duple Dominant II 
57. Semi Automatic (No MOT) £950 
Also 
2x 1989 Mere 709D Robin Hood 
Service Buses (29 belted seats) 
£2,350 each 
Ix 1988 Merc 811D Robin Hood 
24 coach £2,000 
Contact Alastair Gray 
01392 46921 0(office) 
07850 038707 (Eves/weekends) 
All vehicles have current MoT's & are 
in regular service with seatbelts 
All prices are plus VAT 


@ 
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P REG IVECO 
49-10 (PP) 


16 seats, very large boot, power 
door, all white, tinted windows, 
blinds, rear heaters, CD, new 
battery, cam belt and carpets. 


Nice condition, ready for work 
£4,500 + VAT 
Tel: 07802 468 465 


Wheal Briton Coaches 
Due to Fleet Update 


1983 Setra 210 V8 Merc Engine 

32 seats, fully seat belted, wired forTV, 

video, WC/servery. Long MoT & taxed 
£12,500 + VAT 


1985 Setra 211 V6 Merc 35 seats 

with 2 tables, WC, wired for TV, video, 

full seat belted. Long MoT & taxed 
£15,000 + VAT 


Call Daniel or Stephen on 
Tel: 01872 560281 
Mob: 07971 693641 


To advertise in Vehicle Trader call 


2001 SETRA 315 


49 recliners, 2 crew seats, 
air conditioning, Webasto, 
centre sunken toilet, fridge, 
boiler, radio/PA/2 monitors, 

double glazing, curtains. 


£125,000 
BOB VALE COACH SALES 
01494 716996 


1991 Volvo B10M 
Plaxton Paramount 
49 seats + courier, centre 
sunken toilet, continental 
door, aircraft lockers, 
carpets, lap belts, new 
MOT 


Contact: 


Isabel MacCuish on y 
020 8339 4826 2) 


1977 P Iveco 35-10 17 seater 
accessible bus 
117,000 miles, taxed and tested, 3 
point seat belts, front lower entry, rear 


access under slung tail lift, very good 
condition, PAS, ABS, r/cassette. 


Must be viewed £4,495 + VAT 
All credit cards accepted 
Parkway Commercials 
07831 312 880 


0208 759 3639 
0208 990 9099 


1998 Volvo B10M Ikarus Highliner 


49 seater with belts, toilet, radio/PA, 


wired for TV and video, 6 new tyres, 
NOT September. 


£6,500 + VAT ONO 


01314 401013 or 07785 523505 


1 set 4 post mobile column lifts RAV 400kgs 
per post self levelling only 18 months old.. 
re 5 £4, 750. 00 


1 Very heavy duty 3 phase compressor 
500 litre tank excellent order. Would run any 
BDTCAUON a3 is caxceriiermnnennvessnee £1,750.00 


1 Crypton EB30 Brake Tester full 
011.7, 3 [(0, (0 2] Ba £2750 


16 post Laycock Platform Lift excellent 
condition buyer removes 


For more details contact 
Mr Harmer 07712108241 or 
e-mail: renown1934@yahoo.co.uk 


1993 VOLVO 
B10M BERKHOF 
EXCELLENCE 2000HL 


Wired for TV & video, 
microwave, toilet, MoT till 
late December. Excellent 
mechanically. Interior 
good condition. 


£27,500 ono 


Phone 
07775 771159 or 60 


1987 VolvoB|0M 
Plaxton Paramount 3500 


49 seats, painted all white, 
excellent school contract coach 


Priced to sell at £7,500 ono 


Contact Jason at 
Smiths of Marple Ltd on 
Daytime T: 0161 4275839 
Anytime M: 07753979372 


2 X 1989 DAF SB 2300 Van Hool, 53 seats, 
power doors, MoT's 21.4.06 / 21.9.06 
£15,950 + VAT 


2 x Mercedes 811D Autobus Classique 1996, 
33 seats, 3 point seat belts, dual vehicle bus, 
MOT'S 23.10.05 /19.4.06 £16,950 + VAT 


2 x Leyland Olympians 1984 70 seats 
(coach seating) + 8 standing, low height. MoT's 
23.5.06 / 18.7.06 £5500 + VAT 


1986 Leyland Olympian 72 seats + 16 standing, 
MoT 28.8.05 £4500 + VAT 


1990 Mercedes 609D, 19 seats, power door, 
MoT 28.11.05 £2000 + VAT 


1987 Bedford YNV, 57 good Caetano seats, 
(engine problem) spares or repair £1500 + VAT 


1980 Bedford YMT, 53 seats, spares or repair 
(good runner) £1000 + VAT 


Contact Paul Sanders on 01263 712800 day 
or 01263 713217 evenings 


FOR SALE 


1996 Scania KII3 
lrizar Tri-Axle 
Full exec, 49 reclining seats, Telma, Air Con, 
Webasto, 2 x TV's, 2 x Fridges, New Gearbox, 
MOT Nov 05, Owner/driver last 3 years, 
Ex-Hallmark, Excellent Condition. 


Price £62,000 + VAT ONO 


1992 VOLVO VAN HOOL 
PP, 49/53 Centre Demountable Coffee Machine, 
Fridge, Telma, Webasto, Air Con, Ex shearings, 
Very Good Condition, New MOT. 
Price £35,750 + VAT ONO 


1985 VOLVO PLAXTON 3500 


49/53 Centre Demountable New Stretch Panels, 
Resprayed White, New MOT, Very Good Condition. 


1990 Volvo B10M Van Hool 
53 reclining seats, MoT Januory '06 
£20,000 + VAT 


1988 Volvo BIOM Ikarus 
53 seats, Mot February ‘06 
£10,000 + VAT 


Both vehicles taxed and 
any trial welcome 


Tel: 01922 692200 
Mobile: 07764 192849 


1998 R Mercedes Sprinter 412D, 
Whitacres, front entry, 14 seats. 3 
point belts, large luggage area, parcel 
shelves, twin side loading doors, air con, 
Euroliners, COIF; PSV test till Feb 06, 
Dec R/Tax. £10,995 + VAT 


1995 N LDV 400 Turbo Diesel, front 
entry/Accessible/Welfare minibus, 12 
seats, 3 point belts, Ricon foldaway lift 
will carry 3 w/chairs, ex metro in red, 
very clean, COIF PSV test July 06 Tax 
May 06. £2,995 +VAT 


01274 575733/07968 738082 


1994 Mercedes 709D 


Tail-Lift Minibus, 16 
seater, plus 2 wheelchair 
spaces, lapbelts, 
destination equipment, 
MoT July 2006. 


£6,500+vat ono 


Call Clintona Minicoaches 
on 01277 215526 


FOR SALE IN 
NORTH DORSET 


1993 Mere 8110 29 Seat Service Bus 
belted 14 standing, vario front fitted. 
Brand new test £4,500 ono + VAT 


OLD SCHOOL BUS COMPANY HAS THE FOLLOWING 
VEHICLES FOR SALE: 
LDV Convoy (T) 17 seats. L/top, PSV Nov 05. Taxed 88,000 km £3,500 + VAT 
LDV Convoy (R) 17 seats. L/top, PSV June 06. Taxed 180,000 km£2,995 + VAT 
LDV Convoy (P) 17 seats. H/top, PSV Feb 06. Taxed 150,000 km £2,995 + VAT 
LDV Convoy (R) 17 seats. H/Atop. Front entry, PSV Jan 06. Taxed 153,000 miles 
£3,995 + VAT 

LDV Convoy x 2 (P) H/top, 12 seats or 6 seats + 3 wheelchairs underfloor lift, 
COIF. Taxed 96,000 miles + 127,000 miles £2,995 each + VAT 
LDV Pilots x 2 (P) MoT taxed, 9 seats. 85,000 miles & 91,000 miles 

£1,995 each + VAT 
Mercedes nae (R) 13 seats front entry, H/top PSV Sept 05. Taxed 
124,000 miles £6,995 
Mercedes Vito (R) 4 seats + 1 wheelchair, internal lift. MoT Dec 05. Taxed 
96,000 miles £6,99 
Renault (R) 6 seats + 1 wheelchair rear ramp + winch. MoT. Taxed 
60,000 miles 
Nissan Serena (X) MPV 8 seats, MoT, taxed. 55,000 miles 
Toyota Previa (P) MPV 8 seats, auto petrol MoT, taxed. 185,000 miles £2, "995 

All above vehicles are maintained regardless of costs and are in VGC. 
Most have Nokia hands free kits fitted. Any trial welcome. Surrey 
Tel:01483 730242 Mobile: 07753 659890 
Email: theoldschoolbus@email.com 


Price £12,000 + VAT ONO Also 1992 Renault Master T35D 13 


seater with belts under floor luggage, 

private plate. New clutch, tidy for year. 

Available after 4.8.05 with new test. 
£1,800 ono + VAT 


lan 07980 565524 /01963 32512 


All vehicles in daily use 


Call Kingdom Tours 


Tel: 01884 252373 


Volvo Plaxton x 4, satel: Panthers 


First Reg 2000, Used for 
Coach Tours, Owned from 
New, Full Executive Spec. 
49 seat, toilets, aircon, etc. 
fill in floor and extra seats 
for 53 seater convn. 


£95.000 each 


EXCELSIOR 2& 


Tel: Ken at Excelsior 01202 652229 
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www.BLYTHSWOOD MOTORS.co.uk 


Atlantean Open Top 


'1980 Atlantean Open Top 69 Seats, Auto 
‘PA System, Tested £ 8000.00 


‘Also available 


/ECW with 74 Seats 


Volvo Plaxton "4000 


1985 Coach Spec, Toilet, 58 New Recliners 
‘Belts, Almost new Engine, Reading Lights, 
Forced Air, New Engine, Fridge and Tested 


also available 1988 Neoplan Coach Spec 
‘77 Seats Full Specification £ 20000.00 


I Routemaster 


1967 Park Royal Body, Open 
‘Platform, Tyres, 72 Seat, Fully 
‘Refurbished, Cummins Auto, Tyres, 
‘Tested 


Ley land Atlante 


| ial ion 

1977, Top & Bottom Deck Dark Tints, 
‘Wheelchair Access, Semi Auto, Power 
‘Centre Door, TV & Video, 9 kw Generator 
‘serving 10 computer Stations with swivel 


seats, Forced Air Ventilation Many Uses 


...£37500 
£39000 


10.7 Plaxton 1998 Only, Choice. 

10.7 1998 Marshall 43+19 Only 87000 miles 
10.7 2001 Plaxton 37+22 Immaculate ...£48000 
10.1 1997 Plaxton 32+6 Dart Great Condition £35000 
Neoplan SLF 99 Cummins ZF 11.5 m 33 Semi Coach Seats + 25 
Standees, what a stunning looking, Racks for Suitcases, Airport Work 


Mercedes Service 
VARIO SPECIALS 

Air Suspension, ZF Telma Retarder, Diptac, 
| Front Side & Rear Destination only £ 10000.00 
with Upgraded Seats for only £ 12000.00 
| Auto Gearbox Kits available for £ 750.00 
Limited Stocks of Vario’s these are Low Mileage 
Vehicles in excellent order 

Choice of Bodies 


|85 Seats, ZF Auto, 55mph Super Condition 
1989 Choice of 3 Open Tops Atlanteans 


|Leyland Olympian From 1987 to Open Top 
MCW £ 2000.00 including Tyres 


Volvo Twin Deck 
Coach, New B10 Engine, New Seats, Triaxle, Now only £ 14000.00 


Scania Alexander 
1988 78 Seats, Voith Gearbox 
1989 78 Seats, Single Door, Voith Gearbox 


1990 Mercedes 709D Coach 25 Seats, Power Door, Boot...£ 2500.00 
1993/4/5 Mercedes 709D Alexander Service Buses with Test From 

£ 3000.00 one 811 Auto Service 

1991 Mercedes 811D 31+6 Semi Coach Seats, Belts, Test..£2500.00 
|Mercedes 609D Power Door, and 24 New Service Seats, Low 
|Mileage, Coach Rear End £ 3000.00 
|lveco Marshall 1800cc 25 Seat Service Bus, Low Mileage, Air 
Suspension, Telma, 5 Speed, Great Vehicle 

Metroriders 1995 27+7 Service Seats, Air Susp, Front Destination, 


| |Diptac Poles, Telma, Power Door, Auto Gearbox, 


Choice of 2 1997's to come in £ 4500.00 


Choice of 2 1999, 12m, Coach, Seating 
from 33 to 50 Service Seats, Auto, Air 
“Susp, Front Destination, Extra Large 
Luggage Pen, Cummins ZF Auto 


‘Choice of 3 with 36 to 47 Highback Seats, 
Belts, Power Door, 6 Speed Gearbox, 


‘Ventilation, two Air Con All low mileages 
These coaches have to be seen very very 
| tow — - Like New 


£ 64000.00 
..£ 6000.00 


‘BMC 35 Air Con, Cummin ZF, Low Mileage 
1987 Setra 49 Seat Executive New Test... 
1987 Setra 35 Seat, Air Con, Toilet, Test.. 
1985 Setra 49 Seat 


1985 DAF Jonkheere 11.6 Excellent Runner 
DAF 10.61 Engine 

Merc V8 Engine 14600cc 

1998 Javelin 42 Seat, Air Con, Cummins ZF... 


.. £ 2000.00 | 


oy vota » Case 


‘Toyota Caetano 1994 21 Highback Seats, 3 Point Belts, 
Power Door, Luggage Racks, Reading Lights, Forced Air 


Ventilation, Tinted Glass, Arm Rests, Curtains, Courier Seat, 

Boot £ 10500.00 

Also 1992 with 18 Highback Seats with above spec £ 8500.00 
Excellent Vehicles 


£ 1500.00 || 


Evening 0141 639 6107 


0141 221 3172 


EMAIL: BLY 


TEL. NO. 0141 221 3165 


Mlereodis etal 33 


Full Coach Specification 33 Seat, Manual 
or Auto, Large Boot, Telma, Power Door, * 
PA System, Forced Air Vent, Reading 
Lights, 20 mpg 


| |2005 Cheetah 33 Seats, Full Luxury 
| |2004 Cheetah & Mellor 33 Seats, Luxury 


2000 814D 24 Seats, Boot, Luxury Spec, Choice 

2000 Cheetah 25 Seats, + Tables, Jumbo Boot, Luxury Vehicle 

1999 Cheetah 29 Seats + Tables, Luxury Vehicle 

|1998 814D Leicester 33 Seats, Belts, Boot, Reading Lights, Power Door 
1996 814D Mellor 33 Seats, Belts, Power Door, Reading Lights, Boot 
|1996 814D Plaxton 33 Seats, Boot, Power Door, Luggage Racks, Belts 


Mercedes Beaver Plus 
Do you need a Dual Purpose 33 Seat Mercedes 


Racks and Boot 
We have new and used Manual or Auto 
Call and Test Drive Today 
Beaver Plus New and Used 


We have with Coach Seats, 3 Point Belts, Luggage 


| 


Wheelchair Specification 


Mercedes 
a ee 8+ Driver / 3 Wheelchairs Available ex stock 

16 Seat, 6 Wheelchairs, Power Door, silos] 
panei: 2004 available from Stock 
New & 2004 Mercedes Sprinter 413D Luxury 16 Seat, 5 Wheelchairs 
New Mercedes 814D 23/6 Seats, Extra Large Boot, Side Lift, 2 weeks Delivery 
New Mercedes 814D DDA 32 Highback Seats, Belts, Lift, 10 Wheelchairs - stock | 


| 


23 Seat Coach Luxury, Large Boot, 6 Wheelchairs - 2 wks | 


New 814D 29 Highback Seats, 8 Wheelchairs, Power Door, Lift - ex Stock 
|2004 Mercedes 413D 16 Seats / 5 Wheelchairs, Low Mileage 
1993 609D 26 + 7 or 4 Wheelchairs, Tail Lift, Belts, Luggage Racks 
16 Coach Seats, Belts, Power Door or 24 Seats plus 3 to 5 
|Wheelchair’ s, excellent vehicle, low mileage 
16/5 Convoy, Luxury Specification, Panoramic Windows, Front 
jEntry, 5 Wheelchairs, Extra a Long 


\11 05, PSV. 
||4999 Convoy 16 Seat, High 
||Roof, Test 12 05...£ 4500 ono) 
|2000 Convoy 16 Seat, High 


STOCK 

Leyl Daf 9-17 S 

We have good running PSV 

Spec 16 Seats from £ 1000.00 | 

with Power 

Door, 16 Seat, PSV, Silver, | 
Front Entry £ 21000.00 
New Extra Long 16 Seat /5 
Wic's, Luxury £ 23000.00, 
New Extra Long 16 Seat, 
Power Glider Door, Service / 
Dual Purpose £ 20500.00 
1998 Convoy 16 Seat, Test | 
02 06, PSV £ 4000 ono 
1998 Convoy 16 Seat, Test 
£ 3500 ono 


Roof, Test 12 05...£ 5000 ono 


|| Please call for a full Stock List - Good 


choice available 


1 BARGAINS 1! 
|New Transit 17 Seat, 137 
||Engine, 6 Speed, Air Con, 


Electric Windows & Mirrors 
£ 19500.00 
New Transit 15 Seat, 137 
Engine, 6 Speed, Air Con, 
Electric Windows and Mirrors | 
£ 17500.00 
2003 Transit 17H| 
Panoregri “Air Con} 
PSV, ew £14000.00) 
1994 Transit 16 Coach Seat, 
Coachbuilt, Power Door, 
Belts, 17000K £ 6500.00 
1997 Transit 14 Highback 


Seats + Driver, Belted, 


k Seat 


New but Registered 111 
Extra Long 8 Seats + Driver, 
White, Up to 3 Wheelchairs, 
Ramp, colours 


available SAVE £1500 
2004 Vito 111 Extra Long 8 Seat 

+ Driver, Air Con, Metallic Paint | 
Only £ 14500.00 SAVE £5000 
2004 Vito 109 Extra Long 8 Seat 

+ Driver, White, Guaranteed | 
8500 miles Only SAVE £ 1600) 
2002 Vito 7 Seat + Driver Full 
Service History..............£ 7500,00 
1999 Vito 110 6 Seat + Driver 
Auto, White................. 7500.00) 


New 16 Seats, Forced Air 
Vent, Reading Lights, Coach 
Back End, Large Boot or with 
no Boot, Electric Windows & 
Mirrors 


2004 (DEC) Plaxton Pronto WIC, 
16 Seat, Power Door, Sprint shift 
Auto Gearbox, Coach Seats 


2004 & 2003 413D 16 Seat, W/C, 
Reading Lights, Forced Air 


2000 614D 16 (2+6 W/C's), Lift 
1999 412D Luxury, 16 Seats, Boot 


New Full Luxury Specification 
3 Point Belts, ZF Gearbox, 
Telma, Power Door, Reading 


||Lights, Forced Air Vent, 


Doing 22 MPG 
Also available 23 Seats, 6 
Wheelchairs, Side Lift, Boot 
24 Seat, Boot, | 
Forced Air, Only 51 K 
2003 & 2000 814D 24 Seat, extras 
Selection of 1994-96-97-98 611D/_ 


612D/614D/709D/711D/814D 


THSWOODMOTORS@AOL.COM 


1175 Argyle Street 
Glasgow G3 8TQ 


rentals 
bus and coach limited 


sible Vehicles 


Dawsonrentals benefits: 


- Over 70 years experience 

- Network of over 30 UK branches 
- Operating in 5 countries 

- Large portfolio of products 

- Proven customer service record 


Our popular models include: 


Both come with 

All seats fitted with ‘all age’ lap and diagonal belts 
M2 tested floor, seats and wheelchair fixtures 
Fully tracked flat floor 


Freephone: 0800 0859 065 


rentals bus and coach limited C1 
Delaware Drive, Tongwell, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK15 8JH 


Tel: 01908 218 111 Fax: 01908 610 156 
www.dawsongroup.co.uk email: contactus@dawsongroup.co.uk group 


To advertise in Vehicle Trader call 


Southdown PSV are pleased to offer 
the first UK built Fully DDA compliant 
low floor 60 seat School Bus. 


Prices from only £102,500 + vat — 


Orders now being taken for September delivery. 


Specification at a glance 


12.5 m with 60 DDA compliant 
seats & 3 point seatbelts. 


Safe, low and wide step — 
free entrance. 


Developed by ADL in 
partnership with the 
Department for Transport 


Encourages local authorities to 
issue long term contracts, 


Optional wheelchair area with 
removable seats. 


Well proven Cummins / Allison driveline. 


Strong, rigid, corrosion — free and 
lightweight aluminium body structure. 


Different seating layouts available including 
a 54 seat + wheelchair Stage carriage option. 


For these vehicles we also offer..... 
* Part exchange 
¢ Flexible Finance packages — subject to status 


For full details please contact our Sales office... 
Tel: 01342 715222 
© Email: southdownpsv@btinternet.com 


Web: www.southdownpsv.co.uk 


ALEXANDER 


Fleet a structure 


STANDARD COACHES 


R 1998 Daf SB3000, 
53 seater Ikarus, Mot May 2006, very tidy 


P 1997 Bova Futura FLD 
53 seater, MoTJan 2006 8.6 Itr Daf 300 


horsepower engine, pocket rocket! 


CONTRACT COACHES 


G 1989 Daf MB230 Algarve 53 seater ours 
for 11 years, full MoT 


E 1987 Dennis Javelin Paramount 53 seater 
MoT Aug 2006 


L 1993 Mere 709D Marshall 29 seater, 
re-seated, high backed seats with belts, 
very usefulbus/coach. Mot May 2006 


All plus VAT, all open to serious offers 


2001 Y REG OPTARE SOROCO 
Usual spec, power door, 16 seats, 
aircon. | owner from new 


1998 S REG MERCEDES 614D 
VARIO, Autobus conversion, 26 
highback seats with 3 point belts 


2000 X REG OPTARE SOROCO 
Full leather interior low mileage 


NEW VEHICLES 


Optare Solera 
Optare Nouvelle SR 
Optare Soroco 

a j 


Optare Bonito | 


2000 V reg Plaxton Cheetah §& 
814D Vario 29 seater 


A ; 
; 2003 OPTARE SOROCO 

~ haw! -» vega abt ai, fom " 16 reclining seats, air con, power 
eee door, metalic blue, low mileage 


SUPPLY OF QUALITY NEW AND USED VEHICLES NATIONWIDE 
Tel: 01302 770863 Contact: Steve Peach Mobile: 07836 551020 


fous Ano ezenmtAh proresstonat 45) 


To advertise in Business Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


When servicing comes round, 
there’s only one number you need 


Servicing, repairs, bodywork, MOT preparation & testing, 
mechanical overhauls - even complete refurbishments 

- Unitec provides everything you need to keep your vehicles up 
and running. In addition to service centres in London and 
Rotherham, our fully equipped mobile technicians cover the UK 
to repair and maintain vehicles at your premises. Our Speedline 


warranty assistance service is also on-call for all the help you 


need to get your vehicles back on the road as quickly as 
possible. So, for everything you need to keep the miles ticking 


over, Unitec’s is the only number you need. 


01709 535 101 
Unilec 


Unitec is a division of Optare Group Ltd. Registered Office: Manston Lane, Leeds, LS15 8SU 


Maywood Group Ltd 


Tel: 01622 718 044 Fax: 01622 718045 


www.maywoodgroup.co.uk 


Bus stop flags 


Manufactured from 
3mm ABS gloss rigid 
plastic and silk screen 


Bus Sty | printed both sides with ) Specialised brackets can be developed and 
’ 


Unlimited colours. 

Logos and special match corporate colours. 
One stop shop can supply: 

Plate, Brackets, Bandit, Posts, Base Plates, Caps. 


manufactured from customers specifications, 
Vinyl emblems adhere well to ABS plastic. 
Stocking policy for larger orders. 

Plates drilled to fit customers own fixings. 


colours of customer’s 
City ous choice and vamished. 
Size of plate optional. 


2 25 Cater Road, Bishopsworth 
? BriSSCO sBiswiasts77%X E-mail: sgns@bresco.co.uk 
VY signs graphics Tel: 0117 311 3777 


48 hus AND coach PROFESSIONAL 


LIFTS 


CANCELLED 
EXPORT ORDER 


sii 


DETTE 


b 


Brand new 22 tonne column lifts 


£5995 +vat 


(Must include your old lifts in part ex- 
change, very limited stock at this price) 


0151 609 1007 


Glass solution... 


It would be nice to think that there 
really was one place to go for all your glass solutions. 


There is. 


PSV Glass can help you with all aspects of 
replacement glazing. 


BUS-COACH-RAIL 


01494 533131 


Delivery. Storage. Fitting Equipment. 
Installation Training. Cascade Management. 


All you have to do is call. 


NORBURY 
BLINDS LTD 


(owners of T. Norbury & Co. Ltd) 
“Norburys” - Quality printers of 
destination blinds and vehicle 

graphics to the transport industry 


Taxiy Mint to D/Decker, Auxete. 
Speech, speech plus AV control 
Two-way speech, Handsfree 
All microphone types 


To advertise in Business Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


| MERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS 
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WE HAVE IN STOCK MERCEDES BENZ SPARES 
FOR THESE MODELS. 
609D, 709D, 711D, 811D, 814D, VARIO 
814D OTHER MODELS IN STOCK. 


WE ALSO STOCK A LARGE RANGE OF HIGH QUALITY 
USED MERCEDES BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS. 


WE ARE FULLY LICENSED BY THE 
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY. 


MAKE SURE YOU HELP THE ENVIRONMENT BY 
CHOOSING TO BUY YOUR SPARE PARTS FROM 
A LICENSED ENVIRONMENTAL DEALER. 


WE WANT YOUR REDUNDANT MERCEDES 
BENZ BUS OR COACH...ANY AGE ANY CONDITION. 


We accept major credit cards so you can have that 
much needed part within 24 hours. 


ALL OUR PARTS ARE GUARANTEED AND ON 
THE SHELF READY TO GO. 


as] 
VISA 
ana 


) Swi 


ERITH COMMERCIALS 
Tel: 01322 290921 - Fax: 01322 290049 
E-mail: m-benz@erithcommercials.co.uk 


www.erithcommercials.com 


WORLDWIDE EXPORTERS 


B 
E 
N 
z 
B 
U 
Ss 
& 
Cc 
oO 
A 
Cc 
H 
P 
A 
R 
T 
Ss 
M 


- HHADPV TOSCO & HED NZMGD:uvmomormme2 


ERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PART 


DESTINATION BLINDS AUDIO/VISUAL 


Speech & AV-PA Systems 
Bespoke systems for 


Tel: 0121 359 4311 
Fax: 0121 359 6388 


“We care where 
you’re going” 


+—— FIA é C, 


www.fcav.co.uk 
Tel: 01594 564552 


GAS STRUTS 


) @ UK Manufacturers 
© Quick Deliveries 


ae'iigs 


© To suit all types of OnE 


vehicle 2 Lyon Close 


Woburn Road Ind Estate 
Kempston 
Beds MK42 7SB 


Tel: 01234 843979 
Fax: 01234 843916 


© Competitive prices 


For Further Information & 
Technical Assistance Contact 


GLAZING TICKETING 


SUPER SCREENS 


e INSURANCE APPROVED 


e DOUBLE GLAZED 
UNITS REFURBISHED 


e WORKSHOPS AND ¥ 
MOBILE SERVICE 


e OVER 25 YEARS GLAZING EXPERIENCE 


BUS & COACH GLAZING FOR ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES 


01784 427080 


24 R 


Hour 
Service 


SUPE 
PM SCREE 


Distributors for genuine BERKHOF replacement glass 


ALMEX 


Almex A90 Ticket Systems 


With A90 you can get started with just 
the ticket machine and baseplate. 
Alternatively, A90 can operate as a stored 
fares PC based system with extensive 
reporting and a forward-progress path 
onto the new Optima machine. A90 is 
available new or fully reconditioned, giving 
you a cost effective ticket system upgrade. 


Contact us John Groves 
now for as) TICKET SYSTEMS 
further ZB Tei 01294 471155 


details [BE Fax 01294 471166 
e-mail sales@jgts.com 


PENDAMATIC www.cambist.se 


Bas Ano @elratcts PRorEssIONAL 


01952 204920 


ANTI-ROLL BARS 


Are you continually replacing anti-roll bars or bushes? 


repair resin is a revolutionary polymer resin that offers a durable lining between 


anti-roll bars and bushes. The polyurethane lining absorbs the extreme wear and impact forces acting upon them. 


@ anti-roll bar bushes last 4-5 times longer 
after Eli-Flex has been applied. 

@ There is no need to fit new bushes, the old 
bushes can be re-used over and over again. 

@ There is also no need to replace the costly 
roll bar. 

@ Users find that the product solves immediate 
M.O.T concerns with “knocking”, “rattling” 
and freeplay between the bushes and bar. 

@ The product is mixed and applied in 
10 minutes without special tools, training or 
equipment and cures in approx. one hour. 


Contact : Eli-Chem Resins U.K Ltd, 11 Sells Close, St.Lukes Park, Guildford, Surrey GU1 3JY 
T: 01483 450066 F: 01483 450067 W: www.elichem.co.uk E: sales@elichem.co.uk 


BRAKETESTERS 


CRYPTON EB/EC 30 & 630 RANGE 
H&H 4000, TECALEMIT DE 7194 


PRICES FROM ONLY £11950.00 + vat 


PRICE INCLUDES: 


° Delivery, Installation, and operator training. 
¢ Infra-Red Remote Control. 

e Printed test report with your company name on. 
e Full VOSA Brake Test Sequence Incl. Ovality, 
Imbalance and Applied Parking Test (Snatch test). 
¢ Can be updated to run full computer system 
including VOSA data base program. 


INSURANCE 


SUMMIT 


ADS LOY Ds 


We can quote for Multi-Vehicle Fleets 
and Single Vehicle Policies 


¢ Bespoke Insurance Solutions 
e Pay by Instalments © 24-hour Helpline 
e Windscreens/Glass Cover Available 
¢ Foreign Travel Cover Available 


Please contact your broker for further details 


Amlin House, Parkway, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 OUR 


Coach & Minibus Motor Insurance 


__ To advertise in Business Trader call Jo 


SEATING 


Coach Seat 
ISRI 6800/337 


KAB4 11S 


TEK Seating distributes 
the KAB seating range 
of bus and coach driver 


Universal Minibus Seat seats, as well as a 


ISRI 1000/510 F ' comprehensive 
pe collection of Aguti seats, 


GRAMMER 
Bus Seat ’ . TOUREA suitable for both driver 


ISRI 6500/517 and specialist passenger 
AD application. 
ISRINGHAUSEN 
ISRI GIS LINER 
in leather 


Mechanical and air suspension 
seats available from stock. 


Stockist of ISRI spare parts FREEPHON 
a 0800 371538 


www.tekseating.co.uk 
Units 19-20, A Tech-Court, Lancaster Fields, Crewe Gates Farm Industrial Estate, Crewe, Cheshire, CW1 6FF 
feeeeea 0) T0287 417, Fax: +444 Rhi270 269 O77 Branches at: Tunbridge Wells, Melton Mowbray 


Email: sales@jennings-seats.co.uk. Web: www.jennings-seats.co.uk 


Safety by design means Cogent by choice 


Cogent Passenger Seating continues to pioneer 
original ideas combined with a customer led 
service to meet the challenging needs of the 

bus and coach industry. 


everything we make adds safety by design 


Cogent Passenger Seating Limited Prydwen Road, Swansea West Industrial Park, Swansea SAS 4HN 
T 01792 585444 F01792 588191 E enquiries@cogentseating.co.uk www.cogentseating.co.uk 
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To advertise in Business Trader call Jo Taylor on 01952 204920 


TRAINING LENSES PARTS 


WRIGHT TRAINING 
SERVICES LTD 


NATIONAL and INTERNATIONAL 
Attendance courses held at Thurrock, Essex 
Homestudy Courses also available 


Tel: 01708 867564 


Fax: 01708 867864 

www.wright-training.com 
info@wright-training.com 

Wright Training Services Ltd Truck World, West Thurroc 


Berm Rearscope Lenses 


www.bermuk.com 


DITTON SERVICE 
STATION LTD 


BEDFORD 


Ring Graham or Brian 
for further details 
Phone: 0845 1658103 Parts Department 
or Fax: (01782) 844920 


HEATING REGISTRATIONS TRANSMISSIONS 


THHS LTD 


For all your coach and bus 
heating equipment and general 
hose products including motors, 
radiators, fans, elbows, ducting 

and complete heaters 

Also bodywork accessories 


Telephone: 


01925 657555 
Fax: 01925 657556 


View our catalogue on our website 


| _www.THHS.co.uk | THHS.co.uk 


Reversing systems 
from £150+VAT 
LCD systems from 
£240+VAT (with night vision) 
complete range of alarms & sensors 
mobile fitting service available. 


DALEY SECURITIES 
Tel: 07976 905306 
Fax: 01223 561873 

info@daleysecurities.co.uk 


QUICK CHANGE 
COIN DISPENSERS 


Low cost sales, 
spare parts and service 
Quick Change (UK) Ltd: 

Newcastle, Monmouth, NP25 5NT 


Tel/Fax: 01600 750650 


We Repair or Replace 


VISCOFANS 


~ | -y) FOR TRUCKS 


AND BUSES 


Nationwide 
Delivery/ 
Collection 


Most Credit Cards Accepted 
Technical Services (UK) Ltd 


Tel: 01274 637851 - Fax: 01274 637852 
www.viscofans.com 


Speedy Registrations Co. Ltd 
‘Buy with confidence - CNDA Member’ 
All at £89 - Discount on two or more 


sl 
ko 


AIG 4706 GHZ6134 1JZ8195 OKZ6156 OUI6325 PLZ 2979 
AIG 4707.  GHZ6135 WJZ8196 OKZ6182 GUI6326 PLZ 3052 
AIG 4708 GHZ6136 1JZ 8197 OKZ 6183. OUI6371 PLZ 3053 
AIG 4709 GHZ6137 1JZ9557. + OKZ6184 OUl6372 ae ie 
AIG 4750 GNZ6415 JJZ2158 OKZ6185 OUI6373 BF agg 
AIG 4751 GNZ8157 JJZ2159 OUIl6274 OUI6376 p17 3963 
AIG 4752. HNZ1347 JJZ2422 OUI6275 OUI6377 xi g949 
AIG5194 HNZ1348 JJZ 2423 OUI6276 OUI6378_ YIL 4465 


AIG 5195 OKZ 6155 OUI6324 OUI6379  YIL 4467 


Millwood, Lisbellaw, Co. Fermanagh, N. Ireland BT94 5HQ 
Tel: (028) 6638 7124 - www.speedyreg.co.uk - sales@speedyreg.co.uk 


HNZ 1349 


HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL BUILDINGS 


[CRAIG TILSLEY| 


Suppliers of Reconditioned 


DAF 
MAN - Volvo 
Scania - Gardner 
Leyland - Cummins Engines 
- Cylinder Heads 
Crankshafts - Camshafts 
Pumps Works: 


Moorfields Ind 
Est, Cotes Heath, 

Stoke-on-Trent 
$112 6QY 


@ Bus workshop Secure storage 
@ Supplied any width, any length 
@ Building to BS5590 Doors high enough 
for double deckers @ Finance available 
For further information phone 


Blueline Buildings 
01709 578333 anytime 


Telephone: 
01782 791524 etc 
01782 791527 
Fax: 01782 791316 


LAWMAN COMMERCIAL SERVICES LTD 
MAN ENGINE SPECIALISTS 
pepe c: rebuilds carried out to the highest standard 
n all types of MAN diesel engines, coach & truck. 
We are also able to carry out liner seat 
cutting whilst engines remain in the vehicle. 

OE Quality engine parts also available at 
competitive prices for all your MAN needs 
contact John or Lawson on: 

Tel: 01530 231235 - Fax: 01530 231236 
24 Hour Mobiles 
07850 779565 - 07718 738785 
31 Merrylees Industrial Estate, 
Leeside, Desford, Leicestershire, LEO 9FS 


TRANSMISSIONS 


@ @P| Powertrain (7) a 


ZF DriveCentre 


Call: 01902 266000 


* Field Service Support * Genuine ZF Parts 
* ZF Service Exchange Units 
¢ Technical Helpline 


50 hus AND PESO ahs ce 


Water pumps - slack adjusters 
compressors - air brake valves 


TRANSMISSIONS 
Dart -Allison AT545 from £850 
Olympian - Hydra from £1450 
Atlantean - Pneumo from £625 


BLACKPOOL TRIM SHOPS LTD 
ee ee ee 


2 A 
6 = 
“Une su¥© 


PROBABLY THE “eal 
FO 


FOR ALL YOUR RETR 
Family Busines: 
CALL BO 
PRICES AND 
Tel: 01253 766762 
Email: sales@black 


| MERCEDES | 


SPARES 
609D, 709D, 811D 


All parts cleaned, on the shelf, 
Next day delivery nationwide 


www.mercedesmagic.co.uk 
TEL: NEXT BUS LTD 
01249 462 462 


24 HOUR @ 


JPAT 
Auto transmission parts 


& remanufactured 
torque converters... 


he price! 
Overhaul kits, frictions, steels, filters 


and hard parts for Allison AT 540, 
MT 640 + World Series 


Call 
01934 (B 
Registered 852772 canparts 


CENTRE 
JP (Automatic Transmissions) Ltd 
Fax 01934 852211 www.jpat.co.uk 


a 
On Site Service 


MasterCard VISA 


Your Seat Belt Installation is our Reputation 


SS WALKER RICHMOND GARAGE 
24Hr Recovery for Coach and Buses, 
Secured Storage, Tel 01224 732568 
Mobile 07831 841024, Brighton Place, 
Peterculter, Aberdeen, AB14 OUP 


STATHAM MOTOR’ ENGINEERS 
LTD 24 hour Roadside Assistance 
& Recovery for Buses & Coaches 
by trained technicians with modern 
vehicles. Full workshop repairs & 
servicing. Low loader service available. 
Tel: 07770 861190 24 hours. Fax/Tel: 
01582 849403. Commercial Yard, 
Watling Street, Beds LU6 3QP 


COWAN MOTOR GROUP 24 hour 
Recovery for coaches and buses, secured 
storage, Tel: 01908 589312, PO Box 
600, Newport Pagnall, Buckinhgamshire 
MK16 8YR 


A.E.S RESCUE SERVICES LTD 24hr 
Roadside Asstance and nationwide 
Recovery for the car/commercial/bus/ 
coach operator. Extremely competitive 
rates, fully insured. Secure storage and 
low loder service available call our 
24HR control room on 01604 812602 


MANCHETTS RECOVERY 24Hr 
Recovery for Coach and Buses, Secured 
Storage, Tel 01638 742987, Broard 
Road, Burwell, CB5 OBQ 


A MORREY TRANSPORT LTD 24Hr 
Recovery for Coach and Buses, Secured 
Storage, Tel 01244 335723, The Old 
Station, Saighton Lane, Waverton, 
Cheshire, CH3 7PA 


FURNESS CARS & COMMERCIALS 
LTD 24 hour Recovery for coaches and 
buses. Day 01229 465549. Evening 
01229 465549. Paradise, Askam in 
Furness, Cumbria LA16 7HA. 


LANTERN RECOVERY SPECIALISTS 
PLC, South Mimms Service Area, AlM/ 
M25 J23, Herts EN6 3NQ. Roadside 
Breakdown, Rescue and Recovery for 
ALL types of vehicles. Nationwide and 
European coverage + agents network. 
Plant transportation. Grab Hire service. 
Car, Van and Commercial Vehicle Hire. 
FULL CALL HANDLING SERVICE. 
Secure parking and storage. www.lrs. 
uk.com 


STATHAM MOTOR ENGINEERS LTD 24 
hour Roadside Assistance & Recovery for 
Buses & Coaches by trained technicians 
with modern vehicles. Full workshop 
repairs & servicing. Low loader service 
available. Tel: 07770 861190 24 hours. 
Fax/Tel: 01582 391900. Redbourne, 
Herts AL3 7DR 


ECLIPSE RECOVERY SERVICES LTD, 
The Warren, Ratling Road, Canterbury, 
CT3 3BD. European Recovery 
Specialists. Depots at Canterbury & 
Dover. Tel: 01304 840084. Email: 
eclipse.recovery@btinternet.com 


BOA RHUNT 


GARAGE LIMITED 


O8ST7O 872 SOAO Corcrng Maupshire 


@ Damage free recovery by qualified professionals 
@ Recovery throughout the UK and Europe 
@ 24 hour computerised control room 
©@ Service without compromise 


UNIT A/A1, FORT WALLINGTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
MILITARY ROAD, FAREHAM, HANTS PO16 8TT 


Tel: 0870 872 8040: Fax: 01329 220934 


Email: recovery@boarhuntgarage.co.uk 
All departments have ISO 9002 accreditation 
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TEARS RECOVERY 24Hr Recovery for 
Coach and Buses, Secured Storage, Tel 
01775 840452 Stumps Lane, Spalding, 
PE12 6AT 


LANTERN RECOVERY SPECIALISTS 
PLC, Leeside Road,Tottenham, N17 
OSN. Roadside Breakdown, Rescue and 
Recovery for ALL types of vehicles. 
Nationwide and European coverage + 
agents network. Plant transportation. 
Grab Hire service. Car, Van and 
Commercial Vehicle Hire. FULL CALL 
HANDLING SERVICE. Secure parking 
and storage. www.|rs.uk.com 


TEARS RECOVERY 24Hr Recovery for 
Coach and Buses, Secured Storage, Tel 
01406 350218, Fresian Way, Kings 
Lynn, Norfolk PE3O 4JQ 


A.E.S RESCUE SERVICES LTD 24hr 
Roadside Asstance and nationwide 
Recovery for the car/commercial/bus/ 
coach operator. Extremely competitive 
rates, fully insured. Secure storage and 
low loder service available call our 
24HR control room on 01604 812602 


KARDOS RECOVERY SERVICES 24Hr 
Recovery for Coach and Buses, Secured 
Storage, Tel 01865 883130 9-13 
Oakfield Ind. Est., Eynsham, Oxford 
OX29 4TH 


WG LANE & SON 24Hr Recovery for 
Coach and Buses, Secured Storage, 
Tel 01873 852126 Forge Garage, 
Llanvetherine, Abergavenny, Gwent NP7 
8NL 


HAMMOND RECOVERY SERVICE 24Hr 
Recovery for Coach and Buses, Secured 
Storage, Tel 01986 834090, Broadway 
Drive, Halesworth, IP19 8QR 


RS RECOVERY LTD 24Hr Recovery for 
Coach and Buses, Secured Storage, Tel 
0121 5222076, Coneygree Industrial 
Estate, Birmingham New Road, Tipton, 
West Midlands, DY4 8XP 


LANTERN RECOVERY SPECIALISTS 
Plc. 24/7 Nationwide and European 
roadside breakdown, Rescue and 
Recovery service for ALL types of 
vehicles. Storage and workshop facilities 
available nationwide. One call does it all 
- 0870 60 90 333. www.lrs.uk.com 
Ontime FLEET ASSISTANCE 24 
hour Breakdown & Recovery for 
Coaches and Buses, storage facilities. 
Tel: 0870 442 9999. Email: 
fleetassistance@ontime-recovery.com. 
Web: www.ontime-recovery.com 


Auto Mechanical Rescue & Repair 


TELEPHONE: 01952 293300 
STAFFORD PARK 6 - TELFORD - SHROPSHIRE TF3 3AT 


‘WE RECOVER THE BEST’ 


1$09001:2000 & PAS43 Accredited 
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° CALL OUR ON 


9-13 OAKFIELD IND EST, EYNSHAM, WITNEY, 
OXFORD, 0X29 4TH 
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24HR RECOVERY 


BUSES, COACHES, CARS, 
LIGHT HEAVY 
COMMERCIALS 


SERVICES THROUGHOUT 
SCOTLAND 


Rowanlea 5 Longman Drive Shore Road 
Albert Road Inverness Perth 
Ballachulish IV1 1SU 

PH49 4JR 


Tel: 01855 Tel: 01463 Tel: 01738 
811999 715355 587999 


ALBERT ROAD 
RECOVERY AND REPAIRS 
LIMITED 


R AND A RECOVERY 
205 Deeble Road, 
Kettering, Northants 
BUS AND COACH RECOVERY 


Mobile: O771I0 964906 


Tel: OIS36 SIO8SG67 CANUTE CORNER, JULIETTE WAY, 


5 4 LONDON ROAD, AVELEY, 

ambridgeshire- Sutfork 

Rescue & Recovery eo -F SOUTH OCKENDON 
PRP sss Ta ESSEX RM15 4YD 


Tel: 01708 867928/868152 
Fax: 01708 862751 
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Sign of Quality 


Worldwide Solution Providers on Vehicle Safety 
and Emissions Testing Systems 


on* So 
rs e Test Lane 


V L Test Systems Limited 


Automobile Safety Testing Equipment - Test Lanes 


3/4 Middle Slade, Buckingham Industrial Park, 
Buckingham, Bucks MK18 1WA United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 (0) 1280 822488 « Fax: +44 (0) 1280 822489 ¢ E-mail: vitukltd@aol.com 


National Express has appointed 
ALISON GRACE as_ group 
leadership development director. 
It is a new position, created to 
manage the group’s leadership 
development programme and 
senior management succession 
planning. Grace also takes 
responsibility for the group's 
established graduate training 
scheme. Her career embraces 
periods with Nestlé, Woolworths 
and Cable and Wireless, where 
she held a number of human 
resources director roles working 


with C&W’s global business 
units. 

After four years on the 
board of National Express, 


TIM STEVENSON is. retiring 


next month. BARRY GIBSON 
takes over the role of senior 
independent director. 


BH Chris Child. 


Stagecoach in Oxfordshire has a 
new marketing manager. CHRIS 
CHILD (27) succeeds ADAM 
RIDEOUT, who is moving to 
Stagecoach in Warwickshire. 
Child joins Stagecoach after four 
years with Ford of Europe, where 
he was a marketing analyst. 


B John Smith. 


GoSkills, the Sector Skills 
Council for passenger transport, 
has appointed JOHN SMITH as 
its PCV driver training adviser. 
Smith’s appointment is an internal 
secondment which will see him 
work closely with operators, 
helping to identify issues relating 
to the introduction of the EU 
Driver Training Directive. Smith 
has a wide range of experience 
in passenger transport, most 
recently as GoSkills’ business 
adviser for the north-east 


of England. His work in the 
region will be taken over by his 
successor, JIM CHAPPELL. 


ROSEMARY THEW, West 
Midlands field director for 
Jobcentre Plus since 2001, is 
the new chief executive of the 
Driving Standards Agency. She 
takes up her appointment next 
month, and succeeds GARY 
AUSTIN, chief executive of the 
Agency since 2000. 


B® Les Watts. 


Ayats has a new managing 
director in the UK, LES WATTS. 
Watts has wide transport industry 
experience, starting as a driver, 
and later holding a number 
of managerial positions with 
companies which have included 
Travellers, Berryhurst, DSB and 
more recently Jumbocruisers, 
provider of specialised coach 
hire. 


@ Look CCTV’s new board (L-R) 
David Cummings, sales director; 
Alan Myers, chairman; Rachel 
Cook, finance director and An- 
drew Prince, managing director. 


Look CCTV has had a 
management reshuffle. Managing 
director ALAN MYERS becomes 
chairman, while operations 
director ANDREW PRINCE is 
appointed managing director, 
responsible for developing Look’s 
technology and support services. 
DAVID CUMMINGS remains as 
sales director, while RACHEL 
COOK is promoted to finance 
director. The changes see Myers 
devoting more time to dealing 
with customers and with new 
product development. 


H Optare’s MBO team - L-R rear: Paul Shepherd, Roger Fossey and 
Colin Childs. Front: Brian Wiggins, Bob Coombes and Glenn Saint. 


This week’s management buy- 
out at Optare sees a team 
of six assume responsibility 
for the operation of the 
independent business, and the 
man who for many years was 
seen as “Mr Optare”, RUSSELL 
RICHARDSON, parting from the 
company he helped create. 

BOB COOMBES (51) is group 
managing director. Coombes 
joined Optare two years ago 
after 10 years with Dennis. 
The finance director is ROGER 
FOSSEY (58), who has been 
with Optare since 1989. GLENN 
SAINT (42) is technical director 
and plant director (Leeds). Saint 
joined Optare in 1997 as group 
technical director. 

PAUL SHEPHERD (51) is 
aftersales director, responsible for 
the Unitec aftermarket business. 
Shepherd joined Optare in 2003 
from Reading Buses, where he 
was operations director and 
an Optare customer. BRIAN 
WIGGINS (56) is materials 
director, and first worked at 
what is now the Optare plant in 
Leeds when he joined Charles 
H Roe, the coachbuilders, in 
1964. From 1972 to 1982 he 
worked for Plaxton, then returned 
to Roe. 

COLIN CHILDS (51) is plant 
director, Rotherham, Childs 
joined Optare in 1996 when it 
acquired the Rotherham-based 
Autobus business. 


And Russell Richardson, 
who founded Optare in 1984 
when Leyland closed the Roe 
bodybuilding business which 
was based on the site, has 
stepped down as a non-executive 
director, breaking his links with 
the business which he did so 
much to build. 

Richardson is chairman of 
NABI Rt, the Hungarian company 
which has owned Optare since 
2000, and which also owns the 
struggling US-based NABI Inc 
business. 

Says Richardson: “While, 
for obvious reasons, | have 
been unable to participate in 
the transaction, | am delighted 
that Optare’s future as an 
independent entity, controlled 
by its experienced and able 
management team, has been 
secured through this deal.” 

However, while Richardson is 
no longer directly involved he 
does add: “There will be an 
ongoing relationship between 
Optare and NABI in a number of 
business areas and | look forward 
to maintaining contact with Bob 
and the team in the future. 

“Optare still has considerable 
potential to realise and its ability 
to go on designing, making and 
selling advanced products is 
undiminished — not only in the 
UK market but also in mainland 
Europe. | wish Optare and the 
MBO team every success.” 


If you’re looking for professionals, 
you're in the right place. 


Bus and Coach Professional gets to just the 
right audience for your management vacancies. 


To book your recruitment ad in Bus and Coach 
Professional: Call Jo Taylor now on 01952 204920 
or email jo.taylor@busandcoach.com 
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On the road to a safe and secure future. Mercedes-Benz Buses and Coaches. 
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LOW FLOOR SPRINTER 


> Mercedes-Benz are proud to introduce 
their most versatile of performers — the Low 
Floor Sprinter. 
Available in both 4.6 and 6.2 tonne variants, 
the Sprinter exudes all the values that 
Mercedes-Benz passengers and operators 
have become accustomed to. The sleek 
exterior design creates an immediate positive 
impression and once onboard, the classic 
Mercedes-Benz balance of practicality, 
technology and refinement promises both 


passenger and driver the perfect ride. 


Access all Areas 


The Sprinter’s true, low floor technology with 
stepless entry, ensures all passengers can 
enjoy easy access at all times - an essential 
commodity on busy commercial routes. Both 
models offer flexible seating plans with up to 
25 seats available on the 6 tonne version. 

The driving force behind the Sprinter is it’s 
109bhp diesel engine - offering exceptional 
performance coupled with unparalleled 
economy and reliability. All this backed up by 
Mercedes-Benz unrivalled after sales support 


makes the Sprinter the perfect choice for even 


the most demanding of services. 

One way systems or winding roads - Low 
Floor Sprinter is the solution. 

Contact EvoBus on 02476 626000 and ask for 


Kate Dodds. 
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Mercedes-Benz 


EvoBus (UK) Ltd, Ashcroft Way, Cross Point Business Park, Coventry CV2 2TU 


www.evobus.co.uk 


